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CHRISTIAN WORK;
OR,

A

MAGAZIM OE RELIGIOTIS MD MISSIOUAET IIEORMATIOIf.

ON THE TURCOMAN TRIBES.

We are apt to associate the idea of deserts

with Africa only, or at most with Africa and the

Arabian peninsula ; but in reality the belt of dry

and barren land, which commences on the west

with the Sahara, does not terminate in the east

i

with Arabia ; it runs on through Persia, Indep^n-

1 j

dent and Chinese Tartaries, till it approaches the

i Pacific Ocean, north from China Proper. Various

j

nomadic tribes, bearing no close affinity to each

I other, find their home (if such wanderers can be

j

supposed to possess one) in this desert zone

;

j

among whom must be ranked the Turcoman tribe,

or tribes. These last are found chiefly in the

sandy tracts south-east and south from the

Caspian Sea
;
though scattered portions of them

are met with far beyond these limits, some even

I

figuring as far west as Mount Lebanon. During

I
the period when the Indian Government not

merely had intimate relations with AfFghanistan,

but was holding communication with various

petty rulers far beyond the boundaries of that

mountain land, with the view of counteracting

Russian ambition in Central Asia, more than one

officer of the Indian Government had opportunities

of making observations on the Turcomans in their

native wilds. From the journals of one of these—

Sir Richmond Shakespear, quoted in the Calcutta

Eevieiv, for January, 1851—we take the follo^ving

graphic account of the deserts over which the

Turcomans wander :
" Across the desert the soil is

sandy, and the surface very uneven, generally

covered with stunted bushes of tamarisk ; but

occasionally large sand-hills are crossed, com-

posed of the loosest sand. In the spring the

Turcomans feed large flocks of sheep on the grass

I

of the desert. I was fortunate in having a guide

XII.- 1.

who brought me in a surprising manner across

the mountainous sand-hills to two pools of water,

20^ miles from the river ; and on the borders of

these pools, a little coarse green grass was

found for the cattle. From these two reservoirs,

we marched over the same uneven sandy

ground covered with the same ugly bushes, 28

miles, and when, in the middle of the night, and

without a moon, the Turcomans of the party

asserted that we were on the direct road from

Meshed to Bokhara, I tried hard to discover

some traces of the road, but failed ; and even by

daylight it is hardly possible to discern the track.

The bones of dead camels are the only sure marks.

These are occasionally fixed in conspicuous places.

One or two poles of wood are also placed as

marks ; but for these there is no definite road, as

the loose sand drifts with every breeze, and obli-

terates the marks of the cattle in a short time."

It must be somewhat difiicult to make a decent

livelihood by the keeping of flocks and herds in

such localities, and the Turcomans accordingly

eke out their resources in ways the most repre-

hensible. Captaiu Conolly—the same who, with

Colonel Stoddart, was afterwards executed by the

barbarous ruler of Bokhara—thus speaks of the

Turcoman behaviour at Merv, believed to be on

the site of the ancient city, Antiochia Margiana :

"As we came out from visiting the Bhai (Governor)

a party of Zekkat Turcomans entered, bearing

three blackened human skulls upon the point of

lances, and thirty bound persons from Khelat-i-

Kadur, who, with thii-ty-six horses, had recently

been captured in a chapao (foray). "When they

had reported the success of their expedition, these

bandits gave the governor two men and two
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liorses for liis share, excusiug themselves from

jmyiiig the full proportion of one in ten on the

plea that they had lost or injured some of their

OAvn horses. They then j)resented the heads of

their victim?, and, having received five tillahs for

each, received orders to parade them through the

bazaar (it being market-day), where I, an hour

afterwards, saw them hung by the beard to a

pole."

On reading such a narrative, and being made

aware that the repulsive incident it relates is an

ordinary rather than an abnormal one in Turco-

man life, we are tempted to believe that they must

be of Arab race, and trace their origin back to him
of whom it was said " he vnR be a wild man ; his

hand will be against every man, and every man's

hand against him but the physical aspect of the

tribe we are describing, no less than their lan-

guage, prevents this view of their affinities from

being entertained. Ethnologists agree in regard-

ing them as a sub-division of the widely-diffused

Turkish race. Latham di\'ides that great family

of mankind into ten subordinate groups, placing

the Turcomans sixth, between the Usbeks and the

Ottomans ;
assigning them as a locality the

Persian frontier of Independent Tartary from

Ealkh to the Caspian," and describing them in curt,

scientific language as " pastoral robbers." Pritch-

ard uses terms not a whit more complimentary.

" The life of a Turcoman," he says, " is passed in

the most reckless plunder."

It must not be supposed that the Turks whom
we lately saw in London, headed by their Sultan,

were of the ordinary Turkish type of structure.

Tliey exhibited the improvement of race which

has arisen in the case of the Ottomans, partly

through intermarriage with Circassian slaves,

and partly from the comparatively civilized life

tliey and the rest of their nation are accustomed

to lead. The nomad tribes of the desert are still

of the purely Mongolian type of structure.

Describing the Turcomans between Bokhara and

the Oxus, Sir William Bumes said, " I never was

so much struck witli the Tartar features as in this

assemblage. The Toorkman has a skull like a

Chinese ; his face is flat, his cheek-bones project

;

liis countenance tapers to the chin, which has a

most scanty crop of hair. He is by no means

ugly, and his body and features are alike manly.

Their women are remarkably fair and handsome."

It is evidently the young women he means ; for

Mr, Fraser, after saying that the men varied

much in aspect, some ha^Tiig tolerably handsome

features, and others Tartar physiognomies, adds,

that "this (the Tartar appearance) was more

obvious in women than in the men. IMost of

them were extremely ugly, haggard, and ^^'ithered

;

the elder ones were particularly frightful," The
young women, or .at least some of them, he ad-

mits to have been comely. Pritchard estimates the

eastern division of the Turcomans at five tribes,

and 104,000 families ; and the western one at a

smaller number.

Had Mohammedanism not risen, it is not im-

probable that the Nestorian missionaries who, at a

comparatively early period of the Christian era,

so distinguished themselves for missionary enter-

prise in Central Asia, might have converted these

desert nomads from their primitive idolatry to the

religion of Jesus ; but the rise of the Moslem

delusion put an end for an indefinite period of

time to that pleasing prospect, and the Turcomans,

like the rest of the Turkish tribes, are attached to

the faith of the " Prophet." They in the main

follow the Soonee tenets, while their neighbours,

the Persian, are Sheeahs. This is enough to make
them hate each other with no slight intensity.

Many Turcomans are in the more sandy tracts of

the Persian territory ; but between them and the

Persians there is as much hostility as if they

belonged to conterminous nations perpetually at

war. So, indeed, they are, in reality, though not

in name ; for the nomad plunderer and the in-

habitant of a settled town have few sentiments in

common. The latter despises the former, who,

in turn, tries to make of him a prey. Reprisals

follow in due course, and the scene which the

artist has so beautifully represented in the wood-

cut prefixed to this article, is one that must occur

times witJiout nmnber in places where the Tur-

coman haunts and the Pci-sian habitations are in

any close proximity.

Jewish Congress.— M. Isidore Cahen writes

in tlie " Archives Israelites," that since the Paris

Exldbition a mania for congresses seems to have

taken hold of the inhabitants of Europe. He
notices the meetings of the Roman Catholic Con-

gress in Belgium and the Evangelical Alliance in

Holland. Proposals to hold a Jewish Congress or

Sanhedrim have been made from several quartei-s,

and begin to be favourably entertained. The last

Jewish S}Tiod was held in Paris under the reign

of Napoleon I. M. Franck, vice-president of the

" Central Consistory," has announced that steps

will be taken to carry the above-mentioned plan

into execution, and Dr. PhOippson, the editor of

the well known A Z d I (general Jewish paper),

has begun a series of articles on the subject.

—

Scattered Nation.
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A MODEL MISSIONARY COLLEGE.

The Eev. Mr. Wheeler, of the American Mis-

sion at Harpoot, or KhaqDoot, thus describes the

Missionary Theological College at that place :

—

On entering our mission field in 1857, my asso-

ciates and myself assumed that our duty, as mis-

sionaries, ivoulcl not allow \is to take the ])osition of

pastors, either settling down in the care of a single

church, or circulating with the sacramental ele-

ments among a number of churches in succession,

and thereby giving to the people the idea that

these elements possess some special sanctity and

efficiency, requiring that they be given by mis-

sionary hands. To say nothing of the fact that,

by race and education, and by all which separates

man from his fellows, we are unfitted to be pastors

of the churches we are to plant, this other fact

meets us, that neither the men nor the money can

be secured to furnish American pastors to the

scores and hundreds of churches to be gathered in

foreign lands. To this idea, the story of Paul's

missionary work, who, with Barnabas, did not

return from his first missionary tour till he had

ordained elders in every church (Acts xiv., 23),

and who left Titus in Crete to do the same work

of ordaining elders in every city,—gives, as we sup-

pose, the seal of divine approval. We see, too,

that the apostle did not siLpport the pastors he or-

dained by foreign funds, but that, having ordained

them, he " commended them, and the churches,

to the Lord, in whom they believed." We adop-

ted, then, the following principles : (1) To form

no churches to which we do not at the same time

give pastors. (2.) To ordain pastors only when
their churches assume the entire resjwnsibility of

calling and supporting them, we giving to the

churches such tem^Jorary aid as they may need, that

aid in no case to exceed one-half of the salary, and

to decrease annually at least one-fifth, and thus

cease entirely at the end of five years at the longest,

and as much sooner as in our opinion the churches

are able to dispense with it. (3.) The pastors and

churches to be regarded and treated, from the first,

as entirely independent of missionary control, and

responsible only to the great Head of the church.

Each of these principles we regard as essential to

our success as missionaries. If the attempt on

our part to fill the place of pastors would do the

churches fatal harm, no less so would it togive them

pastors not of their own choosing, or the responsi-

bility for whose support should rest upon others, or

the funds for whose support should be derived, inde-

finitely, from a foreign treasury ; while the attempt

to keep complete churches of Christ under control

by missionary "leading strings," even if jealousy,

bitterness, and strife are avoided, can only result

in weakening the faith and cocJing the zeal of

both churches and pastors, and introducing all the

evils of episcopacy, vith few or none of its hcnefits.

I wiU not now speak of the difficulty of carrying

out these principles, encountered, (1), from the

innate covetousness of the people and their un-

willingness to support their pastors ; (2), from

the disinclination of the proposed pastors to assume

the office, relying simply upon the promise of their

people for support ; and (3), from that spirit of

conservatism on all hands which forbade the adop-

tion of views which, to some, seemed so radical

and dangerous, as too soon throwing upon the

infant churches and their pastors responsibilities

to which neither were equal. Suffice it to say,

that now, aU parties who have had opportunity to

observe the carrying out of these princij)les to

their results agree that, if not of positively divine

origin, they are at least practically so Avise and

efficient as to conmiend themselves to the consi-

deration of all who would lay well the foundations

of Christian institutions on missionary ground.

But to the efficient carrying out of these views,

it is necessary that the pastors who are to be

ordained" have some special preparation for

their work, which shall take the place of that

which the Saviour gave to the Apostles and early

pastors, by his own personal instructions and by
the miraculous gifts of the Holy Spirit, To secure

this, we opened, in the faU of 1859, a Theological

Seminary, to wdiich—with the exceptional cases of

those who support themselves, and are allowed to

take a partial course to fit them for teachers—only

pious men, not under eighteen years of age, ai-e

admitted ; to go through a four j^ears' course of

preparation for the ministry, each " year" of study

consisting of seven and a half months, the re-

maining four and a half being spent, each winter,

in actual labour, as " helpers" in some destitute

field, in order to teach them to use as well as acquire

knowledge, to keep theii' heartswarm and their spi-

ritual digestion good by Christian Avork, and to test

the question of their fitness for the proposed pas-

toral relation. In this testing process, those not

bidding fair to be useful as Christian labourei-s
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are at once dismissed, while those not promising

to he efficient imstors are permitted to take a par-

tial course, to fit them for general helpers.

If to any one this course of study appears too

j

short, we reply that these men are to be pastors,

' not in New England, but among those newly

emerging from the darkness of ignorance and

I

superstition, and that to educate them above either

I

the demands of the people or their own moral

balance of character, would unfit rather than fit

them for their office, as too frequent experience

i;
has shown, both at home and abroad. As the

j
I

mass of the people become better instructed, the

j

j

amount of instruction given to their prospective
j

pastors will of course be increased. It is one of

I

the most hopeful signs in connection with the

I

j

Seminary, that its students almost uniformly feel at

I

graduation, that theyreally know hut very little; that

;

they have only learned some of the methods of

acquiring knowledge, and have before them a life-

work of effort, to acquire and communicate intel-

jj
lectual and spiritual truth. Very probably we

I

shall ere long increase the course of study to five

years.

I

' The Seminary is called " theological," and such

, is the course of study, essentially ; the Bible being

j

the only text-book which is in constant use from

\

the first day to the last. The students must of

i

course study the grammar of their own language,

! and go through a brief course of mathematics
;

i
must study at least enough geography to know

what the mass do not,—that America really is

I

" larger than Constantinople ;" must enlarge and

elevate their minds by some acquaintance with

I astronomy, and gain some knowledge of mental

and moral philosophy and church history. The

;
third year is largely spent in the study of syste-

matic theology, and the fourth in preparing and

' delivering sermons, a part of which are written^

that the authors may learn to think pen in hand,

and not become merely fluent, " tonguey" men,

and part unwritten, that they may not, like too

i many in Christian lands, be mere pen-and-ink

I

thinkers, better fitted to sit in the closet and make

i books to be read, than to stand in the pulpit and

preach sermons to be heard and felt.

Upon completing their course of study, these

men are licensed as preachers, and when called

by some body of Christians sufficient in number

to form a church, are ordained and put into the

pastoral office. No man is ordained who does not

at the same time become a pastor, or who has not

the Scriptural qualification for a " bishop," as

being " the husband of one wife,"—the people not

only quoting this Scripture "must be," but also,

by logic which satisfies them, j^roving that an un-

married man can be but " one-eighth of a pastor."

This work of licensing preachers, forming churches,

and ordaining pastors, was of course at first done

only by us missionaries, but now only by the

" Harpoot Evangelical Union," a native ecclesias-

tical body, composed of pastors and delegates of

the churches as voting members, and the licensed

preachers and us missionaries as honorary mem-
bers, having the right to speak but not to vote.

The following statistics may not be uninterest-

ing. The total number of students received from

the first—not including the Koordish department

of seven pupils, added by the Evangelical Union
the present year, nor the Arabic, of nine students,

brought by Mr. Williams from Mardin—has been

eighty-one, who have spent, previous to 1867, a

total of one hundred and ninety-two years in

study, twenty-four of which, or one-eighth of the

whole, have been at their own expense. Of these

eighty-one students, forty-seven have been mar-

ried men, and thirty-four unmarried. The sup-

port of a married student and his family, for seven

and a half months, has cost 42.33 dols., and of an

unmarried one 22.12 dols. in coin. The total ex-

pense of the Seminary to the Board has been

7.470. Eighteen pupils gi-aduated in 1863, and

seven in 1865, of whom twenty-one are now in

service, either as preachers or pastors, and two

have died. Eleven are to graduate this year. "We

find that, in all, ten students, who spent a total

of nineteen years in study at the Board's expense,

are now, for difterent reasons, not engaged in

" Christian work ;" while eight of those who were

not thus supported, and who spent a total of four-

teen years in the Seminary, have proved them-

selves worthy and are thus engaged. Striking

the balance between these, we have a loss of a

little less than three per cent, on the money in-

vested in the Seminary by the American churches.

It should be said, however, that of the ten reck-

oned as " lost," because not engaged in some way
as nominal " helpers," several are among the most

efficient members of the churches, one being an

earnest, efficient deacon of the Harpoot city church,

and others pillars

—

notjjillows—in village churches.

But three or four have proved themselves un-

worthy. The present number of students, includ-

ing the Koordish and Arabic departments, is about

fifty.

I should add, that during the seven and a half

months of study, the students frequently,—gener-

ally once on each alternate Sabbath,"—on Satur-



Christian Work. Dec. 2, 1867.] AN INFANT CffUEGH IN A STRANGE LAND, i

day, when the distance requires it,—go to neigh-

bouring \'illages to engage in Christian work,

either in preaching to congregations where there

is a place of worship but no pastor or regular

preacher, or in reading the Scriptures, and talking

and praying with such persons as are 's\'illing to

hear. This service, on their part, is wholly gra-

tuitous, done to keep their hearts warm, or to vxirm

them. While employed by us in vacation, during

the winter, they received sums varying from three

to seven dollars per month, we—or the people

among which they labour—furnishing them with

a house to live in and paying their travelling ex-

penses. The lowest salary of the pastors is one

hundred and five dollars and sixty cents, the

highest about twice as much.

Such is a brief sketch of the plan and work of

the Seminary. I only add, that its success, as a

means of furnishing pastors for the churches, and

exciting and directing a spirit of Christian mis-

sionary zeal amongthe professed followers of Christ,

has far surpassed our own most sanguine hopes.
|

I do not believe that taken as a whole, a more
|

earnest, noble, self-denying, humble, in one word,
1

a more Christian band of labourers for the Master i

are found anywhere, than those whom this Se-

minary has trained and given to the churches,

and is training. And the churches, on their part,

feel their obligations not only to receive the

labourers who are given them, but also to furnish

from their own ranks labourers to be trained for

usefulness in other fields ; and the supply of

students promises to equal the demands of the

wide and rapidly widening field.

At the meeting in April last, the j'astors and

preachers pledged each one-tenth of his salary, to

support suitable native teachers to take charge of

the more common studies in the Seminary, so

soon as suitable persons can be found ; with the

hope of ultimately assuming the entire expense

and control of the institution, and performing the

last and highest functions of a Christian church,

in raising up and sending forth its own ministry.

Of the eleven pastors in the Harpoot field, six are

now entirely supported by the people ; and of the

other five two get one-half, and the other three

more than one half of their salary from the same

source. But while the salary of these seven pas-

tors amounts to but about 1,320 dols., the churches

and congregations paid, during the year 1866,

including the sums paid for chapels, schools, and

home missions, &c., 3,969 dols. in coin. May I

not hope that all who read these statements will

pray that heavenly guidance may be given to all

concerned in this important work.

AN INFANT CHURCH IN A STRANGE LAND.

When, in the early part of the eighteenth cen-

tury, the old Mogul empire of Delhi began to be

threatened with anarchy, a certain functionary of

the government might naturally have been looked

upon as the chief support of law and order, if

there were any appropriateness in the honorary

title given him, Nizam-ool-Moolk, or the regulator

of the state. But fidelity to a central authority

which has lost the power of stamping out rebel-

lion, is a virtue which has never manifested itself

to any large extent among Mohammedan pro-

vincial governors ; and the Nizam (as he was
termed, with convenient brevity) broke off from

the Delhi empire, and set up for himself as an

independent ruler. The metropolis of the king-

dom which he founded is at Hyderabad, some-

times called " Hyderabad in the Deccan," to dis-

tinguish it from a city of the same or similar

name in Scinde. We have never been there
;

but have often heard of it from those who have

lived in its vicinity, andwho aU. concurred in giving

it a bad character, some even declaring it to be the

Indian Sodom—that city to which, more than to

any other city in India, all pollution tended to

flow. In the remarkable work of fiction, founded,

however, in large measure, on fact, " The Confes-

sions of a Thug," the author, whose close observa-

tion of life is scarcely ever at fault, quite naturally

makes the ruffianly hero (if we can so far desecrate

the word hero as to misapply it to a wholesale

robber and murderer) at one stage of his nefarious

life resolve to prosecute operations at Hyderabad
;

and his collisions with the linewallas (soldiers of

the line), who served under the Nizam's flag, are

not the least exciting part of the remarkable nar-

rative. The British representatives at the Court

of Hyderabad are not fond of permitting Euro-

peans to enter the city, knowing the great pro-

bability that the)'- Avill be insulted, and that inter-

national disputes will in consequence arise. Nor
is it simply the capital that is imsafe ;—a certain

smaller measure of peril attends a journey even
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throiigli the provinces. The Rohillas or the

Arabs may be " out," that is—to dismiss technical

language—the Affghan soldiers of fortune, or it

may be the Arab mercenaries, attracted to the

Nizam's territory, like vultures to a carcase, are

at their old. practice of plundering the country of

the sovereign they serve. Or, as happened in the

case of a lamented colleague, the traveller may
find, on coming to a town, that the inhabitants of

one portion of it are firing at those of another,

while these again are replying in similar fashion
;

or something else, that in any more civilized j)art

of India would be considered abnormal, may be

taking place, with the effect of rendering travelling

not perfectly safe. When the ^vriter of these

lines was about to proceed through the country

which he has now attempted to photograph, as

j

might have been expected, he was informed that

I
at that particular time it was in a somewhat

unsettled state ; and that, in short, he could not

be allowed to go through it without a military

guard. The passage from Ezra rushed into his

mind—" For I was ashamed to require of the king

a band of soldiers and horsemen to help us against

the enemy in the way : because we had spoken

unto the king, saying, the hand of our God is

upon all them for good that seek him ; but his

power and his wrath is against all them that for-

j

sake Him." [Ezra viii. 22.] But though cer-

;

tainly no guard would have been asked for, yet

I being spontaneously, and even authoritatively,

I

furnislied, it was . thankfully received ; and the

!
missionary, fresh from tlie divinity hall and its

I

quiet studies, in a few days came to look upon it

i as the most natural thing in the world to see each

I

evening at his tent door a pyramid of five muskets

]

"with crossed bayonets. These were to be used in

I
his defence if needful by the corporal and four

j

privates of the Nizam's army, whose military duty

I

it was to escort him day by day till they were

I

relieved by another guard, that so he might safely

j

cross the territory of the sovereign, who still, like

I the founder of the kingdom, bore the title— the

regulator of the state." When the colleague

already mentioned had travelled through the

Hyderabad territory some two years before, the

country happened to be at that ^particular time

also in an unsettled condition, and he required to

be similarly escorted.

Upwards of eight years had gone by from the

period of the writer's first visit when he returned

again through the same territory ; but now
political changes had altered it in no slight

degree. Our friend and ally the Nizam had

transferred to us Berar—the great cotton dis-

trict—as security for a heavj'' debt. The pro-

vince just named was consequently under British

officers ; and when the Rohillas and Arabs as-

usual Avent "out," it was remarked that they

only plundered itp to the new frontier line, never

daring to cross. But in the unceded districts they

still felt free to act, though probably in a modified

form ; at least we infer this from the fact that no.

proposal was made for our escort through a smalli

portion of the Nizam's territory which it was-

necessary for us to traverse, and that, while travel-

ling through it unguarded, we did not meet with

any molestation or even insult by the way. In-

deed, when the Bohilla and Arab ravages Avere at

the worst, it was, as a rule, on the natives and

not on the Europeans that their brigandage fell.

Does the reader think the land whose charac-

teristics have now been depicted a likely one for

the seeds of divine truth to strike root in, and

grow ? We fear the answer that most naturally

arises, even in minds possessed of faith, is one

expressive of disbelief—a translation into modern

language of the sentiment uttered by the Jewish

nobleman, during the siege of Samaria, when

Elisha predicted the very speedy termmation of

the famine, " Behold, if the Lord would make

windows in heaven, might this thing be?" [2

Kings vii. 2.]

Yet was there a spot in that land where, when

the WTiter passed through, the Gospel seemed

rooting itself spontaneously. When leaving Au-

rungabad, on the evening of Wednesday, 3Qth

May, 1855, he was informed by Capt. G. H. that

almost quite in his road there was a village where

lived a man in the humbler ranks of society,

through whom about six people had been brought

into the church. The work, the captain said,

had originated through means of a catechist at

Jooneer; but it had subsequently been carried

on chiefly through the agency of the poor cul-

tivator, who had quite the spirit of a missionary.

Capt. H. kindl}' sent on a messenger beforehand

to request the man, and as many of his converts

as were at hand, to meet me* as I i^ssed, which

was the more desirable, because, he not knowing

much Mahratta, or the man any great amount

of Hindoostanee, communication between them

was difficult.

On my reaching Walas, eight miles west from

* The reader -will please excuse the adoption of the

first person singular, as it is almost essential to the

clearness of the narrative.
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Aurungabad, I had the satisfaction of meeting

with Liikshniim, the person spoken of, with an-

other man, as also a woman and a child. Though

they met me at Walas, it was not properly their

village. No residents in "Walas had then been

baptized. He had come six miles to see me, from

the village of Rajangau, where he lived. From

his baptismal certificate, as vrell as from his owti

testimony, I learned that he had been admitted

into the church by the Eev. Dajee Pandoorung of

Jooneer, the date given in the certificate being

the 5th of October, 1852. His wife Martha, as

her certificate showed, had been baptized by the

Rev. Mr. Price, of the Church Missionary Society,

on the 6th of October, 1853. Theii- daughter,

also called Martha, who was brought to me in the

arms of her grandmother, had been baptized by

the Rev. Mr. Kelvert, of Jaulna, on the 26th of

December, 1854. These three persons, all of one

family, constituted the infant church of Rajangau

Tillage.

' At the village of Mando, eight miles from where

we were, I was told, four baptized persons lived

:

j
1st, a man, Rama

;
2nd, his mother, Gowai

;
3rd,

;
her son, Eshwunt ; and 4tli, his wife, Tai.

I At Solegau village there were eight baptized

i
persons : 1st, a man, Dawal

;
2nd, his wife, Baiza

;

i 3rd and 4th, their two sons, one a boy, the other

an infant
;

5th, a man, Yesu
;

6th, Gungei, his

;i wife ; 7th and 8th, their two sons.

At Pehera Sungum [Toka village ?] there had

been tv/o baptized persons; a man, Anajee, and

j

his wife, Kashibai, of whom, however, only the

! latter was now alive.

j
Here then were seventeen members of the

i

Christian Church, living at some considerable

! distance from any mission and under the Moham-

\

medan government of Hyderabad, formerly de-

I

scribed. Doubtless their social standing was

i humble in the extreme. They were not merely

I
outcasts, but outcasts of the very lowest grade,

i They had belonged to the community called

I

Mangs, evidently a fragment of the aboriginal

!
race of India. The Mang community, however,

I

seemed to have thought that, below their social

j

position, there was a lower still, and had thrust

j

them out, and would not eat with them ! In

I

consequence of this persecution, Lukshmun's

ji
mother, who, as stated, came with her grand-

I

daughter to see me, was afraid to seek baptism,

j

The man, on the contrary, who accompanied them

I

to the interview, desired to be admitted to the

I

j

Church with, as little as possible of delay.

I

I
The Christian officer through whom I had been

i'

made acquainted with the existence of the infant

church in the Nizam's villages now mentioned

had mentioned an incident illustrative of the poor

cultivator's sincerity. The captain had on one

occasion lent him some money. According to the

man's account, the sum was first 20, and then

5 rupees (equal to £2 10s.), besides which a pre-

sent of a dress, value 3 rupees (6s.), had been

given to his wife. The captain had not wished

the money to be repaid ; and when Lukshmun
appeared with a first instalment of 8 rupees (16s.)

had declined to receive it; but the poor Mang
had firmly declined to retain it, lest the report

should go abroad that he had become a Christian
;

for the sake of money. On this no farther ob-
|

jection was made to the repayment ; but the

benevolent donor resolved to use it to put Iiis

'protege to school, Christianity having excited in

him a desire to learn to read,—an acquisition so

rare among his class that only one of the seventeen

converts possessed it.

I sat for about three quarters of an hour at the

roadside Avith those interesting native brethren

under the serene night sky of an Indian May,

spending the time in asking them questions and
;

I
exhorting them to steadfastness in their Christian

;

I
• i

i profession. They wished to have a schoolhouse, i

which might be used for a place of worship on
\

Sabbath; and their military patron promised to
;

assist them, if they raised some portion of the
j:

expense among themselves. I attempted to show !;

them the moral benefit that would accrue to them j'

if each gave accordmg to liis ability, and they ''i

seemed to comprehend what was stated, and to be

willing to do each what he could. Before depart-

ing I prayed with them, and then reluctantly bid
'

them adieu. They did not leave me the moment \

when I resumed my journey, but walked along by
'

the side of the buUock carriage for some distance
|

conversing. Among other inquiries, Lukshmun i

asked about the Russian war then in progress,
j

Christianity having so quickened his intellect that i

he took comprehensive views of things.
j

Often have the incidents of that Indian night I

recurred to the writer's memory, and he trusts

that the narrative of them now given may create

interest in the minds of readers. Twelve years

and a half have elapsed since then. The Christian

officer has gone to be with the Saviour whom lie

loved ; while Aurungabad, where he lived, has

become the seat of evangelical operations mider

the auspices of the Church Missionary Society.

We think that more than the writer would feel
|

grateful if some one from that locality Atould give '
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tlie second part of tlie liistory of which this is the

fii-st, and tell us whether Lnkshmun still lives
;

and if so, whether he still labours in the cause of

Christ
;
and, moreover, whether the infant chui'ch

which we saw as a feeble shoot struggling to root

itself in an ungenial soil and clime has before

this ^^'ithered away, or whether, on the contrary,

it has grown up into a plant of renown, one speck

at least of A'erdure amid the desolation of a dry

and barren land.

ENGLISH EFFORTS FOR THE ELEVATION OF THE CONDITION
OF SYRIAN FEMALES,

AXD FOR THE AID OF THE SUFFERING COXYEETS AT JERUSALEM.

At a recent meeting, held at the Friends' I

j

Chapel, Bishopsgate Street, E.C., several ladies
j

' and gentlemen associated with missionary efforts

j

in Syria and Palestine, communicated a number
of particulars relative to Christian work in those

regions, some ofwhich will, doubtless, be accepta-

ble to our readers. The principal speakers on

the occasion were Mrs. Smith (of Beyroot, sister-

in-law of Rev. Dr. Thompson, author of " The
Land and the Book "), Mr. and Mrs. Mott, late of

BejToot, Rev. Mr. Tien (a native Syrian), Mr.

Giaboor Tabra (of the Lebanon), Mr. Safir, of

Jerusalem, a convert from Judaism, and Mr. Eli
;

Jones, of Maine, L'.S.A. (a gentleman just

starting on a Quaker Mission to the East.) The
substance of their communications was to the

following effect :

—

The sanguinary massacre of the S}Tian Cliris-

tians (in 1860) by the Druses and Mahommedans,
when seven hundred men and 3'ouths were slain,

left thousands of women and orphans in a most

pitiable condition of privation and neglect. The
lively sjTnpathy of Mrs. Bowen Thompson, the

excellent ^vife of Dr. Thompson, of Be}Toot, was

greatly drawTi forth to the poor sufferers on that

occasion ; and she forthwith concerted, with her

friends in Syria and at home, as to the best

means of rendering the aid so urgently needed

under the circumstances. It was determined to

take prompt measures for furnishing homes and

training to the poor orphans at least, and, even-

tually, to combine with these efforts as much i

assistance as possible to the widows, and to the

other portion of the Cliristian population of

Syria and the Lebanon. From that tinie, the

good work has steadily been maintained to the

present date, often amid great difficulty and dis-

couragement ; but it has never been intermitted.

Earnest persevering prayer has been greatly

relied on for its support ; and not in vain. Very
striking answers to these petitions have been

I received ; and the blessing of the Lord has mani-

I

festly rested upon the undertaking, which has

now assumed considerable proportions. Fourteen

schools, containing an aggregate of niae himdred

pupils, have been established by Mrs. Thompson

and her mission co-operators. At the school at

Hasliaya, in the heart of the Lebanon, 123

pupils receive instruction. Three native Bible

women are engaged in the Beiroot district, and

some arrangements have been made for teaching

men and boys as well as females. The total

annual expense of all these operations is about

;
.£2000. In order to render as much assistance as

possible to so important a work, Mrs. Thompson's

friends in Great Britain have organized them-

selves into a " Ladies' Association for the Social

and Religious Improvement of the Syrian Fe-

males," under the presidency of the Hon. Mrs.

Baptist Noel (of 36, Westbourne Terrace, W.)
j

The Treasurer is General Augustus Clarke, of
|

Lee, Blackheatli, who will gladly receive con-

tributions for the objects of the Association.

The large orphan-house and school at Beiroot

under tlie personal care of Mrs. Thompson, was •.

visited by the Prince of Wales during his journey
j

in the East. He was much pleased and surprised
\

to hear a number of Syrian women and girls sing,

in his own language, "God save the Queen,"

"How sweet the name of Jesus sounds," and

other English hymns. Specimens of fancy work,

neatly executed by the pupils, were shown to

i him, and elicited his admiring approval. When
he appeared on the point of leaving the insti-

tution, Mrs. Thompson observed several young

women in tears, and, on enquiring as to the cause,

was informed, that these had been engaged in

) plain w^ork, none of which had been shown to the

Prince, or noticed by him. She then mentioned

the circumstance, to the royal visitor, \vho imme-

diately answered, good-humouredly, " I will go

back directly, and look at their work also." He
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accordingly walked up to the plain-work pupils,

and kindly noticed tlieir productions—greatly to

their gratification.

On another occasion when the Rev. Mr. Tris-

tram (author of " The Land of Israel ") was

travelling from Damascus across the Lebanon, he

and his companions arrived, weary, and with torn

clothes (owing to the rocky, bushy nature of their

mountain route) at the village of Hasbaya, where

they were astonished at being accosted in good

English, by a group of Syrian girls, who ex-

claimed, " May we mend your clothes ? " These

were pupils of the mission school at that place.

Their progress in English and Arabic, and in

needlework, afforded much gratification to the

party of visitors, who spent a short time at the

institution with much interest.

Some of the Druse girls have been received

' into the mission schools in Lebanon, and the

number of such pupils is increasing. But at

first their appearance excited great indignation

amongst the Christianpopulation,who cannotforget

;

the share which the Druses took in the horrible

massacres of 1860. The lessons of love and for-

I

giveness inculcated by our Lord Jesus Christ in

I

the Gospels have, however, been repeatedly im-

j

pressed upon the Syrian Christians, and they are

I

evincing a willingness to profit by them. The

I

Druse ladies, many of whom lounge all day long

I smokitig in their harems, are learning to appre-

ciate the advantages conferred by the schools.

/They now say, " We wish our girls to work, and,

' especially, to be able to make their own clothes."

A peculiarly important feature of the Ladies'

Mission in Syria is, that it is only by women that

the homes of the country can be approached. The
cnstoms of the people rigidly preclude the com-

munications of male missionaries with the mothei^

and girls. If the latter are to receive the Gospel

and instruction in the Scriptures, it must be from

their own sex. Hence the work conducted by

I

Mrs Thompson and her sisters is of the highest

and most essential value. Then, again, the natives

peculiarly appreciate the tenderer sympathies

and gentler patience of the Christian ladies. On
one occasion, when Mrs. Thompson, during an

earnest address on the love of Christ and the

importance of responding to His gracious in-

vitation, shed tears before her audience, the latter

exclaimed, in wonder, " TVhy, she weeps ! " They
thus became more than ever convinced of the

sincere and heartfelt nature of her interest in

their welfare.

During a season of great scarcity, Mrs.

Thompson sought to afford some employment to

the female population around her. She there-

fore imdted them to her schools
;
and, in addition

to gratuitous instruction, paid them about two-

pence each per day for their needlework. This

sum, though very small, was all that her very

limited fund permitted. The women thankfully

received this help until the Jesuits of a neigh-

bouring Catholic institution offered sixpence a

day to such as would quit Mrs. Thompson's

employment for their ovm. Such an offer was,

as it may be supposed, a great temptation, and

many availed themselves of it. But after a short

period most of these returned to the English

mission, saying, " We are willing to work for you

again for twopence
;

for, although the Jesuits

give U5 much more, yet they do not give to us

the Gospel as well, as you do. So we have come

back again to you, because we love to hear the

Gospel in words that we can understand."

For this reason, also, men and youths are

quitting the services of the Syrian and Catholic

Churches, conducted in dead languages, for those

of the English mission, saying, " We can

understand your service."

An increasing desire for education is being

manifested in the Lebanon district. Many of the

natives have come down to the EngKsh schools,

asking for instruction. Even elderly women of

fifty or sixty years of age have entered them-

selves as pupils, and eagerly learn to read the
\

Bible. An interesting feature in these Syrian
|

schools is the general willingness of the pupils, !

both elder and younger, to impart to their

neighbours the instruction, and especially the

Bible truths, texts, and hymns which they have

received. The education in the schools is valued

by all classes of the population. All the pupils

are required to pay something, however small the

amount may be, inasmuch as education, wholly

gratuitous, is in general less appreciated than

that which involves some effort to obtain. A
desirable sense of independence is also thus

maintained. Previously to the establishment of

Mrs. Thompson's schools, a general belief pre-

vailed in Syria that the education of girls was an

almost hopeless work. This feeling Tound

expression in the common proverb, " Teach a cat

or a woman." But now the results of the

mission schools are effectually dispelling such

low ideas of female capacity. The schools have

hitherto been conducted on an entirely imsec-

tarian basis ; and it is hoped that this may be

continued. Mrs. Thompson has received an offer
j
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' of ^1000 to place her establishments exclusively

under the care of the Anglican Church
;

but,

although in urgent need of such liberal assistance,

she has felt bound to decline the offer, because

accompanied by such a condition. Her schools

are also opened to all classes of the Syrian

population. Thus, in one institution, besides a

number of Syrian Christian pupils, there are

I

thirty-six Je\vish and six Mohammedan scholars.

I

Some care has also been extended to the poor

' blind of Syria (a numerous class). Some copies

1

of Mr. Moon's raised type, in Arabic characters,

I

have been procured for these ; and several have

I
I learnt to read the Scriptures by this means.

At the meeting in London, where the above

information was given, one of the speakers

entered into some interesting particulars on a

kindred subject — the condition of the poor

I
Jewish converts in Jerusalem. He (Mr. Satir, of

I that city) stated, that when he arrived in Jeru-

: salem lifteen years ago, there were only two or

j

tliree families of converted Jews ; now there are

ab(mt twenty-five households there, who have

i
abandoned Judaism for Christianity. This course

has, however, excited the most bitter opposition

j

on the pai-t of their brother Israelites, who seek,

! by every practical means, to persecute the con-

verts, and prevent them from obtaining a

livelihood. Hence the latter are plunged into

f great poverty and privation. They have, how-

ever, borne with mucli patience and Christian

meekness the ill-treatment thus received. One
, of the converts was one day seized in a lonely

place by the Jews, who threatened to crucify

him, and had already nailed one of his hands to

the wood, when a fellow convert having ascer-

tained the danger, hastened to some Mahometans

!i and procured their interference. The ill-used

I

man subsequently forgave his persecutors, and

;
did not insist on tlieir punishment. Another

I !

;i
THE MILDMAY

j

i
We resume our notice of this Conference, the

!
!

first day's proceedings of which we clironicled in

I

I our last. " Conference," in the strict meaning of

I

the word, it was not ; it was rather a series of

devotional meetings. These, however, were of a

most interesting character, well calculated to

revive the spiritual life of those taking part in

them, and to send clergymen and la3'men home

convert Avas accosted by a Jew, with the words
" Now let me see whether you really believe

your Testament
;

for, it says, ' If a man smite

thee on the one cheek, turn to him the other

also.' Are you ready to do that if I beat you ;"

The reply was, " Yes ; I will do that if I can

thereby do any real good to you."

Mr. Safir stated, that any assistance for these

" poor saints in Jerusalem" would be most accept-

able. Mr. Eli Jones, who is about to pay a

missionary visit to Egypt and the Holy Land,

expressed his mllingness to be the chaimel of \

aid to such. Any funds for this object may be !

transmitted to him through Jlr. Charles Hoylaud

(Recording Clerk to the Society of Friends), 12,

Bishopsgate Street Without, E.C. Aid for Mrs.

Thompson's Syrian schools should be forwarded

to General A. Clarke, Lee, Blacklieath ; or to
j

\

Messrs. Ransom, Bouverie & Co., Bankers,

London. Supplies of clothing, books, household

linen, wann woollens for the children in the

mountains, remnants of silk, stationery, scissors,

school prizes, &c., will be gratefully received by

the Ladies' Committee for the Syrian schools.

These articles should be forwarded direct to

Messrs. Silver & Co., 66, Cornhill, London, E.C.

Every box or package should be inscribed,

" Syrian Schools.'' A note should, at the

same time, be sent to Mrs. Baptist Noel, or to

Mi-s. Henry Smith, Morden College, Blacklieath,

giving information of the forwarding of said

packages. All aid in thus directly or indirectly

raising the condition of the natives of S}T:ia is

the more incumbent on British Christians, see-

ing that from that sacred region we have received

the inestimable gifts of the Bible and the Gosj^el.

In the love of Christ and of souls let gifts be

reciprocated to the inhabitants of these interest-

ing Eastern lands.

W. T.

:\RK CONFERENCE.

to their respective spheres of duty to Avork with

renewed ardour in the vineyard of their Lord. It

has been suggested that, with the experience of

twelve years, the Mildmay Park Conference I

might now aim at something wider than merely

to bring Christians together for devotional exer-

cises. This was a great end gained, where sec-

tarian barriers were high and strong ; but tliat
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object hav-ing been, to a considerable extent,

attained, it becomes a question whether the

brethren thus convened should not be encouraged

to confer upon those great subjects which daily

press more and more heavily upon the hearts not

only of the church but of the world. It is Mr.

Pennefather's expressed desire that all who have

suggestions to make in reference to this very

pleasing annual gathering should communicate

with him by letter. In the multitude of coun-

sellors there is wisdom ; and our own opinion is,

that if, -udthout destroying the devotional cha-

racter of the Conference, it could be made more

practical and direct in its object, it would be

desirable to widen its basis.

An interesting feature in each day's proceedings,

was the offering of definite prayer in relation to

requests read out by ]\Ir. Pennefather. Some of

these requests were of a personal character, re-

ferring to individuals who had besought an

interest in the prayers of the assembly ; others

were more general. Prayer was presented on

behalf of the Abyssinian captives, and for the

preservation of the officers and soldiers who have

gone out to their rescue ; for the hospitals and

union workhouses of the Metropolis and Great

Britain, that God would have mercy on the sick

and aged poor, and that He would raise up men
and women [to talk to them of their heavenly

home. Thanksgi\'ings were offered for the oppor-

tunities which had been granted in the French

metropolis during the late Exhibition for the

circulation of the Scriptures and religious books
;

also for many signal tokens of good following the

special efforts put forth in Holland during the

recent meetings of the Evangelical Alliance in

that country. Prayer was offered for Italy, that

God would send men full of the Holy Ghost to

work in that land ; for the Christians of Upper
Egypt, who are suffering great persecution under

the Viceroy ; for those who are suffering for con-

science'* sake in Spain, many, it is believed, being

now immured in the dangeons of the Inquisition

;

for sixteen thousand Burmese converts ; and for

sixty thousand Burmese, who, though they had
given up idolatry, had not confessed Christ ; for

England,, that God would raise up men like

Kidley and Latimer, and other valiant confessors,

to contend earnestly for the truth once delivered

to the saints in these days of peculiar peril. Such
are a few of the objects in reference to which
prayer was offered ; and we were more than ever

impressed mth the importance of Christians

approaching the Throne of Grace with a definite

object in view, and being prepared to give an

answer to the enquiry, " What is thy petition,

and what thy request ?

"

As to the addresses delivered we have not space

to Avrite at length. Of Mr. Saphir's, on the first

j

day, we have already given the substance ; and of

I

those which followed on the second and third

1

day, a brief notice must suffice. The Rev. Mr.

Gregory, of Bonchurch, spoke upon " the Church

the Light of the World," and sought to awaken

Cliristians to a sense of their responsibilities,

j

They were too prone to forget these in the glory
;

j

of their privileges ; but he showed, that in the

I teaching of Holy Scripture, privilege and respon-
|

I

sibility always went together. In the evening

j

the Rev. Mr. Haslam took up the same subject,

,

and delivered a heart-stirring address from the

I words " Arise, shine, for thy light is come." The
I

i
Christian life he described as a shining tovrards

jGod and towards men. In regard to the first,
|

j

God had set before^men an object worthy of their
^

I purest ambition. Not the selfishness of escaping !

' from hell and getting to heaven, but the devotion i

' of a heart filled with attachment to Himself, and
j

yearning so to live that Christ might be seen
j

I clearly shining through the entire character.

' Towards men also the life of Christians was to be
\

j

a light, because darkness still covered the earth,

and gross darkness the people. Souls were en-

slaved, losing theirway in fearful darkness ; and the
j

Gospel, not controversy ; not human ideas, how-

ever fascinating ; not ritualism, however pompous

;

the Gospel alone would be the lamp which would

lead them out of darkness into God's marvellous

lis^ht. If Christians would no longer be content

with what was negative, but rise into something

positive ; if they would earnestly covet to hold

up Christ in- the midst of the darkness, they

would prtictically show that the Church was a

light unto the world.

The subject for the third day's meeting was
" The Scriptures the Light of the World," and

the Rev. F. Whitefield delivered a brief address.

The greater part of the morning, however, was

spent in devotional exercises. Mr. Pennefather

specially referred to the devotedness of I\Irs.

Ingold, an American missionary's ^\^[dow, who

was now on her way to Burmah. In company

with her husband she had laboured there ; and

when her husband was taken from her, vnth. that

holy heroism which God sometimes gives to

women to labour in the Gospel, she said she

would stand in the place where her husband fell.

She Avas now on her journey, and she specially
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asked to be remembered by friends in England

when they prayed for missionaries. Captain

Trotter delivered an address upon the importance

of ministers and laymen keeping closer than ever

to the word of God in days of scepticism and

ceremonialism. He saw people throwing stones

against Puseyism, Eitualism and Eomanism
;
but,

in his opinion, the secret of turning aside to such

falsities—the secret, indeed, of all declension

was departure from the Bible. He counted it a

waste of time to teach religion ; the object rather

should be to try and teach God's word, so that

Christ, the light of that word, should shine forth

and give light to those who now sit in darkness.

In the afternoon and evening many of those

attending the conference partook of the Lord's

Supper in St. Jude's Church,

j

Some of the afternoon meetings were of a very

I
interesting character. At one of them, Mrs.

Daniell, of Aldershot, addressed a meeting prin-

cipally of young women, and endeavoured to

secure their co-operation in works of usefulness,

i Female prayer-meetings, and meetings for Bible

reading were also held in several private houses.

On the third and last day of the Conference, a

meeting of Evangelists took place, and the sub-

ject of discussion was the best mode in which

Evangelists can co-operate with pastors in dis-

tricts where their services were greatly needed.

The importance of Evangelists being men of

undoubted Christian character, and of their being

provided uith good credentials was earnestly in-

sisted upon. On the same afternoon, Dr. Glad-

stone who has taken deep interest in the

establishment of Bible-classes amongst youths of

the upper classes, had an opportunity of relating

what had already been accomplished in this

direction, and of propounding his plan by which

such classes could be greatly multiplied

.

Perhaps the most interesting meeting of the

afternoon, was that convened by Mr. Tufnell, to

consider the subject of Convict Women. Our

readers are aware that Mrs. Meredith has long

; been labouring to assist women who have been in

I

prison, and who are struggling back to honesty and

i virtuous living. On this occasion, Mrs. Meredith

I

sought to enlist the sympathies of Christian ladies

1 on behalf of those who are only too commonly ex-

cluded from their sympathy. She said London

i was thronged with women who came out of

j

prison, branded with a very bad name. Such

I

women, having passed generally the greater part

of their lives in a state of antagonism to society,

settled down after they had had a term of im-

prisoimient into habits of the worst kind, and
become in fact the teachers and leaders of the

young in crime. Being acquainted with many of

these persons, and knowing what most of them
did, after they came from prison, she had in a

few instances followed them up. One or two

who had been reclaimed, introduced her to a large

circle of them, and she discovered that many of

her new acquaintances were women who lived

habitually in prisons ; their intervals of being at

large, being of course, the worst part of their

lives. These women she succeeded in gathering

together once or t^dce in different parts of

London, during the early part of last year ; and

gradually rooms were obtained in various parts of

the East end, and several successful meetings

were held. At first, such meetings were very

disorderly. One evening there was a perfect

onslaught on the part of the younger people, and

they laughed at and mocked the Word of God,

from which a friend present was about to read.

However, the power of prayer was felt that night,

and one soul was converted in the room. That

encouraged Mrs. Meredith and her friends to per-

severe, and they continued the meetings until

even those who had determined to l)e disorderly,
i

were quieted into order by the behaviour of those

who had been brought under a Divine influence.

Some of the rooms have become as orderly as

any congregation of ladies a speaker could pos-

sibly address. It is Mrs. Meredith's conviction,

that when once these unhappy women know that
{

those who came amongst them, have only their
j

souls' interest at heart, their attention will be at
|

once secured. Once when Miss Hull, a lady who i

visits Millbank prison—attended one of these

meetings, the very sight of her face affected some

of them vividly, because she had seen them in

prison under different circumstances. Many of

them are deeply grateful to those who have

sought them out for their good, when they

thought themselves to be such objects of vileness

and misery, that they were ashamed of being

seen.

It is lamentable to think of the life to which

many return the moment they come out of prison.

Some get their living by thieving ; some are shop- (

lifters ; all by dishonesty of some kind or another ;

and, unless the reclaiming hand of Christian

charity is laid upon them, they will soon be in

prison again, or proceed to the commission of

more desperate deeds. Mrs. Meredith believes

that the wovk of appealing to women who have

committed crime, and who have tasted its ill con-
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sequences, should be emphatically the work of

Christian ladies, and that instead of avoiding it,

they ought rather to seek to aid these poor crea-

tures in their struggle after a better life. " It is

greatly to be deplored that so few engage them-

selves in this way. No work so peculiarly demands

their labour. Its requirements are just those

which they are specially able to supply. They

are naturally appointed to deal with the crime of

their own section of the community
;
and, when-

ever they do so, their effort is eminently produc-

tive of good. Some of those who give themselves

up to prison visiting, and to the aid of female

prisoners on discharge, find that to accomplish any

beneficial result there is much absorption of their

faculties. The labour is exacting. Once a case

is really taken in hand, it must be pursued, and

the progress of it is attended generally with

several processes. The responsibility attached to

the duty undertaken is great. It involves all the

pains that can be taken to secure the moral im-

provement of the criminal, and this brings with it

numerous considerations. The difficulty of finding

employment, situations, and associations, in which

the smallest amount of moral risk may be encoun-

tered, is only known to those who try to render

such assistance to the ex-prisoner woman. She

I

might be easily placed, if it were wise to suffer

i
her to wander through society without discrimi-

\ nation and guidance. Failure in attending to this

matter occasions many a reconviction, and leaves

the object of intended help as ill off as if no such

advantage were proposed." It is to be hoped that

Mrs. Meredith's earnest appeal to those of her ovm
sex at the late Conference will meet with a hearty

response, and that what she calls "the Sixth

Work, or the charity of moral effort " will no

longer be neglected by those who remember the

Master's words, " I was in prison, and ye came

j
unto me.

j
It had been expected that before the Conference

separated the condition of the masses in London
who attend no place of worship would be brought

under review, but the subject was not introduced.

It has also been a matter of regret that so many
wealthy Christians should have returned to their

happy homes without expressing any sympathy
with the thousands of men and women who are

suffering from absolute want in this time of

general distress. At the close of the Conference,

however, a " circular " written by Mr. Pennefather

was distributed, in which he appealed for help,

not only for the poor whose poverty came quickly

to the surface to be fed and clothed, but for

widows and orphans, and persons whose early life

was one of sunshine and prosperity, but who now
hid their anguish from the gaze of men in the

garrets and cellars of this mighty metropolis.

" If," says Mr. Pennefather, " Christ's children

carry in one hand the riches of His gospel to the

broken in heart, they are hound to carry in the

other that which relieves temporal distress. The
winter is at hand, and with its cold and gloomy

days will inevitably come a flood of sorrow, which

we tremble to contemplate. There are various

channels through which your bounty may flow to

different parts of this great city. It is not for

me to dictate to you how you are to employ

your talents, or in what manner to dispense

your gifts ; but may I affectionately remind you

that God has blessed you that you may be a

blessing, and that He has said with every talent

that He has put into your hand, ' Occupy till I
|

come.'

"

While upon this subject, we are glad to be able

to state that in one or two districts where distress

last year was keenest, central committees are

being formed in order to be prepared for any

suffering which may arise from the general slack-

ness of work and the dearness of provisions. This i

is taking time by the forelock, and as it should

be. Last year, through the multiplicity of com-

mittees and the want of a uniform system of

relief, a considerable amount of charity was, if

not wasted, not wisely applied. If persons know
to whom they can send contributions which will

be judiciously expended in the relief of distress,

we have little doubt that streams of bounty will

soon set in to flow towards those localities in

which they are most needed, and where they will

be best appreciated.
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I

MEDICAL MISSIONS

I
I As /n former years, we publisli the Annual

;

Repqf't of the Edinburgh Medical Missionary

I So^ety for 1867. It contains the most recent

1

intelligence, and exhibits decided progress during

i
'fhe past twelve months.

Before submitting their Annual Report, your

r Directors are called upon to advert, however

briefly, to several sad bereavements which the

I
' Board has sustained since last Annual Meeting.

1; The year 1867 had scarcely opened, when Dr.

I Eobert Edward Scoresby Jackson was taken from

! the midst of us by fever, extinguishing suddenly

• all the bright anticipations which we had fondly

j

, cherished concerning his future connection with

this society. His grow'ing eminence in his

profession, his literary and business talents, his

Christian earnestness and zeal, pointed him out

as one of those younger men to whom, in after

!
years, the cause of medical missions might be

safely entrusted. The month of April witnessed

a second very formidable breach, in the removal

j

of Mr. Henry Craigie, of Falconliall, after a short

j

illness. Your society could ill spare him; we

I

miss him at every turn. But as Chairman of the

' Dispensary and Students' Aid Committee, we

daily feel that his loss is almost irreparable. The
' personal trouble which he took; the zeal, tem-

j

pered by wisdom, which lie constantly displayed

;

j

his kind consideration for the welfare and comfort

' of the whole establislmient ; and the large-hearted

i

munificence of his gifts, make your Directors very

keenly aware that they, and all friends of the

I cause, have sustained a very gi-ievous blow in

j

Mr. Craigie's milooked-for death,

j

A third inroad upon our number took place a

i

few months later, in the removal of the venerable
'• Dr. Richard Huie. We valued his presence at

; our Board, not merely from the acknowledged

I

weight of his Christian character and the wisdom

j
of his counsels, but also from the circmnstance

! that one so enlightened had, after a period of

hesitation and delay, at length fully recognized

' the value of the medical mission principle, and

made up for past indifference to our society by

j

various important services. Among these services,

j

the impressive and eloquent address which he

delivered at the Annual Meeting of 1862, must

be fresh in the memory of many.

These solemn events are surely fraught with

j

lessons which it would be superfluous to dwell on.

—ANNUAL REPORT.

This at least cannot be too much pondered, that

we who still survive are called by them, more
emphatically than ever, to renewed diligence and

earnestness as followers of those who through

faith and patience are now inheriting the pro-

mises
; while, at the same time, not forgetful to

"pray the Lord of the harvest that He would

send forth more labourers into His harvest."

The Directors having referred to those departed

friends who so lately took a deep interest in their

proceedings, would now report as concisely as

possible vipon tlie various departments of the

society's work, adopting a similar arrangement

to that which was found convenient on former

occasions :

—

I. Medical Mission at Madras.

11. Medical Mission at Boml)ay.

III. Medical Mission at Xazareth.

IV. Medical Mission Dispensary and Train-

ing Institution in the Cowgate.

V. Former Students of the Society.

VI. Diff'usion of information.

1. Medical Mission at Madras.—It is a cause

for thankfidness that our esteemed missionary,

Mr. Paterson, has enjoyed such a measure of

health and strength during the past twelve months,

as to be able for all his onerous duties. In addi-

tion to the original dispensary in Black Town, he

has now another dispensary and a hospital in the

immediate neighbourhood of the training institu-

tion. He has sometimes thought of giving up

the first of these—a step which would both per-

mit him to concentrate his energies, and materially

diminish the entire expense ; but he and his

coadjutors feel that it would involve a sacrifice

which at present none of them are willing to

contemplate. The young men sent to the training

institution from various missions in Southern

India, have been carried through another course

of professional instruction. Mr. Paterson himself

is evidently qiute satisfied with their progress and

general demeanour ; and it is veiy gratifying to

learn that Dr. George Smith, Principal of the

Madras Medical College, after a careful examina-

tion, expressed himself in the following laudatory

terms. AVe^make no apology for giving his state-

ment unciu'tailed :
—" Madras, S2nd Maxj, 1867.—

I have passed three hours to-day examining the

lads in materia medica, anatomy, surgery, and

chemistry, and am highly satisfied with the



Christian Work, Dec. 2, 1S67.] MEDICAL MISSIOXS. 543

appearance they have made. The answers were

given readily and thoughtfully, and showed an

extensive and pi-actical acquaintance with the

jnihjects. Comparing them with lads of the same

standing in the Madras College, I think that the

1 boys of the Training School are equally ready,

\
but more thoughtful in their replies. They have

I gone over an extensive field, and have profited

much by their studies. As many of them under-

I
stand English, I have been enabled to judge more

!
accurately of their acquirements. I am entirely

I satisfied with the results of the year's tuition."

When it is borne in mind that these students

I

are all professing Christians, the fruit of mission-
|

I
ary exertion, it is difficult to over-estimate the

j

I

ralue and importance of the work in wliich
j

I

Mr. Paterson is engaged. That your institution
j

I

should be regarded -with so friendly an eye by the

j
head of the Government College, is a matter for

|

j much thankfulness, and an additional testimony !

1 to the value of the professional opportunities

I which the young men possess during their curri-
j

I
culum of study. Dr. Van Someren, one of the

'

j

professors, is a tried and well-kno^ra friend of

the medical mission. To him and to Dr. Carslaw,

of the Free Church Institution, your Directors

would once more tender their warmest thanks for

many friendly and important services.

J It was mentioned in last report that Dr. David

i Young, who F,ailed for India in October, 1866,

intended to repair to Madras in the first instance,

with the view of helping Mr. Paterson, whose

health at that time seemed to be mnch impaired.

Upon his arrival, however, finding your devoted

! missionary much stronger than had been feared,

j
he remained only three weeks, and then proceeded

i to Bombay and Poona, the scene of his ovna.
'

' future work.

;

While there is much reason to thank the Lord
' for his gracious dealings with the mission at

I

Madras, in strengthening your agent and prosper-

;
ing the work of his hands, there has been trial

mingled with the prosperity. ]\Ir. and Mrs. Pater-

son have been caUed to mourn over the death of

their little daughter. She became seriously ill

during the hot season, and was sent off hurriedly

I

to Bangalore. Her father found it impossible to

i leave his duties : but in a short time, receiving-
I

' ' o
word that his child was worse, and that his pre-

sence was required, he obeyed the summons, and

reached Bangalore just in time to see her die.

In this way, doubtless, the Lord intended to

accomplish him still more thoroughly for the

great work he has in hand.

The sum of £10 was lately granted to aid

Mr. Paterson in the purchase of medicines, pro-

vided a similar grant were made for the same

purpose by the Foreign Mission Committee of the

Free Church of Scotland, who, it will be remem-

bered, are responsible for half of his salary. This
j

proposal was acceded to, and the medicine, care- i

fully selected, has been sent from Edinburgh. I

We regret to say that little progress has been I

made during the past year in obliterating the debt

on the buildings at Madras (,£360) ; but the

desirableness of this being done as speedily as
j

possible is again urged upon liberal friends of the
|

cause. Although your agent resides in the mission

premises with the young men, he still continues

to pay the same rent which he did formerly for a

house, viz., 50 rupees (£5) a month. This sum—
which is placed in the hands of the local treasurer,

except so much as is needed for the wages of two

native gardeners—Whelps the hospital fund, and to

repair the premises. But were the institution

free of debt, we feel that j^our disinterested

missionary ought to reside on the premises with-

out having any rent to pay.

Medical Mission at Bombay.— It has l^een
!

alreadv mentioned that Dr. and Mrs. Yoniig, I

after a short sojourn at Madras, hastened on to

Bombay and thence to Poona, with the view of

entering at once upon their own field of labour.

In taking up his residence at Poona in the first

instance. Dr. Young followed the instractions he

had received from your Directors
;
but, after con-

sulting with the local committee, and weighing !

all the circumstances, it soon became apparent
[

that Bombay must become eventually the seat of •

the dispensary and training institution. This

resolution was adopted, notmthstanding the

difficulty vrhich at once presented itself in the

extravagantly high price of everything in the

presidential city.

The question in regard to suitable accommoda-

tion for the Mission was one very hard to solve
;

but, all things considered, the general opinion of

those best able tojudge was in favour oi jnirchasiivj

a house adapted for the purpose of the Mission in

some convenient locality. It was believed that

such a building, from the number of bankrupt

properties then in the market, might be obtained

for £2,000.

With the hope of encouraging local exertion in

Bombay, by giving a start to the scheme, your

Directors resolved to make a grant of £500 out of

the fund originally collected for the Dispensary

and Training Institution. They, at the same
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time, instructed the Secretary to \vrite to the

Convener of the local committee, fully explaining

the circumstances, and expressing their earnest

expectation that a corresponding strenuous eflbrt

would be made at Bombay. They also sent a

deputation of their number to Glasgow, with the

view of obtaining co-operation there ; and at the

same time suggested the propriety of liberal friends

of the cause being applied to for pecuniary aid.

Little progress had been made in obtaining

funds in this country, although several encourag-

ing promises were received, when intimation

arrived from Bombay of an event which has, in

the meantime at least, altered the state of affairs,

and rendered an immediate purchase of mission

premises unnecessarj'. Mrs. Nisbet having re-

signed her position as Superintendent of the

Female Schools in connexion with the Free

Church, the proposal was made, and strongly sup-

ported by several influential friends of the Medical

Mission at Bombay, that Mrs. Young should take

her place, free accommodation in the buildings

recently erected being promised to herself and

Dr. Young, in acknowledgment of her services.

Several strong objections to this proposal occurred

to your Directors ; and they particularly disliked

the idea of compromising, even in appearance, the

catliolic character which your Society has always

endeavoured to maintixin, by entering into so close

an affinity with any one section of the Christian

Church as the proposed an-angement would imply.

When it was ascertained, however, that Mrs.

Nisbet's departure from Bombay was certain, and

that no other person could be found to fdl her

place, your Directors so far yielded to the earnest

request of our friends on the spot best acquainted

with all the circumstances, as to acquiesce in a

temporary arrangement of the nature proposed,

provided that it shall be fully sanctioned by the

local committee.

Although, in this way, a certain amount of

expenditure is postponed for a season, it will soon

l)e necessary to collect a huilditig or imrchase fund

for Mission premises. The sum originally con-

tributed will soon be expended
;
and, although

the future annual expenses of the Mission might

be provided by local efforts and assistance from

your Society, a special sum in addition must be

raised before the institution can be regarded as

firmly established. It is confidently believed that

some of those enlightened and liberal friends of

the cause, who have so often responded to our

calls for aid, will again help us in this crisis of

our afi'airs.
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It is very encouraging to know that Dr. Young
has already made so much progress in mastering

the native tongue, that he is able to give a short

address to the assembled patients in liis temporary

dispensary at Poona ; while his professional ser-

vices seem to be greatly appreciated.— Vide Chris-

tian Work, November, 1867.

3. Medical Mission at Nazareth.—It was men-
tioned in last report that there was the prospect

of Mr. Vartan's sphere of usefulness, upon his

return to Nazareth, being greatly extended by
means of friendly co-operation with other parties

who were then engaged in the erection of a small

hospital. However, after a lengthened corre-

spondence, and even personal interviews in Lon-

don, with the gentleman mainly interested in the

undertaking, it was found impossible to come to

any satisfactory arrangement. In the meantime,

therefore, your Mission at Nazareth continues in

many respects on its original footing. But there

is this important diff'erence, that Mr. Vartan has

gone out accompanied by a wife, a Scotch lady,

greatly esteemed by a large circle of friends in

Edinburgh, and admirably fitted for the position

she is now called to occupy. They have taken

with them a female nurse, who, having been

trained to missionary work in connexion with the

dispensary in the Cowgate, may be expected to

strengthen their hands very much in ministering

to the sick and dying.

The return of Mr. Vartan to Nazareth, after an

absence of some fifteen months—which he turned

to good account in various ways—was hailed with

expressions of great joy by the people among
whom he had formerly laboured, and recent

letters intimate that he is again busily engaged

with medical mission work.

Your Directors would once more solicit on his

behalf the friendly interest, and especially the

prayers, of all who desire to see the Medical

Mission cause adequately represented in a neigh-

bourhood so pre-eminently hallowed by the recol-

lections of its early history. We do not wish to

attach too much importance to these associations
;

but still every one surely would shrink from the

idea of permitting a medical mission to become

crippled or stunted for want of adequate support

and encouragement, amid the very scenes where

the Lord Himself passed the years of his boyhood

and youth.

We would draw attention specially to the great

importance of providing the Mission with a small

hospital for cases requiring surgical operation.

In the meantime, it is thought that a few beds in
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a large upper room of Mr. Vartan's present resi-

dence will suffice for a commencement, and a

moderate sum of money would secure this great

advantage. It is obvious that the nurse already

referred to will help very materially in carrying

out the proposed scheme. Is it too much to

expect that some kind friend may be so attracted

by this particular object as to enable Mr. Vartan

to furnish his small ward in a simple but sufficient

manner ?

4. Medical Mission Dispensary and Training

Institution in the Cowgate.—The institution may
be regarded as having made decided progress

diuing the past year, because, while the number

of students and other persons connected with it

have been considerably greater, it has fulfilled, as

formerly, the various ends for which it is main-

tained. The new plan by which Mr. Burns

Thomson and his lady reside in the premises has

worked extremely well ; but the experience of

twelve months has convinced us that more com-

modious premises are now required, not for the

Dispensary, which has advantages of its o^^^l, but

for a suitable dwelling j)lace for the missionary

house, including the superintendent, the students,

and the domestics.

The Directors and their Superintendent feel

that they stand in much need of the indulgence

and sympathy of their friends ; for it ought to be

remembered that they ha^'e hitherto been engaged

in carrying on a work which, being new and

untried, has proved perhaps more costly in some

respects than if it had been previously undertaken

and accomplished by their predecessors. Expe-

rience during eight years has gradually taught

them many things—what to seek, what to avoid

—what disappointments to expect, and what to

regard as most important. One lesson they have

learned—to attach more importance than ever to

the element of piety and genuine godliness in the

young men. They have learned that it is better

to arrest a large per-centage, even of those whom
they have adopted, in their way through the

institution, if their spiritual earnestness be at all

doubtful, than to nm the fearful risk of permit-

ting them afterwards to enter the mission field

A\ith the name merely of medical missionary,

without the spirit.

The opportunities for evangeKstic work have

continued to be abundant and precious, and God
has graciously vouchsafed tokens of encourage-

ment to the labourers. It is difficult to over-

estimate the manifold benefits conferred by an

institution like ours, planted in the very heart of

so much poverty and Avretchedness, with all its

appliances administered by those who have

kno\m the work from its commencement. We
trust, therefore, that the Superintendent wiU not

be stinted in his supplies by the benevolent public,

who may rest assured that their benefactions will

be judiciously administered.

As a training school for missionaries, the insti-

tution is rapidly attaining an importance wliich

demands both much thankfulness and much
prayer ; and there is an urgent call addressed to

all of us, to rally round our Superintendent, and

help him by every means in our power in his

responsible and delicate, but, at the same time,

most promising and blessed work.

Special thanks are due to several ladies who, as

in former years, have held sewing meetings in

behalf of the dispensary, and to those kind friends

who have ministered to the physical wants of the

ill-fed and ill-clad applicants at the dispensar}'',

either by supplies of food and clothing, or by

pecuniary contributions for the special purpose of

procuring these comforts.

The lady collectors deserve your warmest thanks

for their zeal, activity, and success during last

winter.

The Society is greatly indebted to the medical

gentlemen who have assisted both in prescribing

for the patients and in instructing the students
;

but special thanks are due to Dr. Thomas Grainger

Stewart and Dr. Joseph Bell for their lectures on

the Saturday mornings, on professional subjects

of great importance to our young missionaries.

The nurses of the institution constitute a very

important arm of the service. Their value is felt

on all hands ; and if, from prudential consid(;ra-

tions, their self-denying labours are not often

spoken of, we trust that this will not diminish

the pecuniary help that is accorded to our excel-

lent and tried friend Mrs. Sym, who has so

kindly and so long exerted herself in obtaining

contributions for their support and maintenance.

There are at this present time no fewer than

twelve students on our list ; and there is now
reason to hope that the great demand for agents,

which increases year by year, vrill soon be met in

some measure. We again say that the element

of piety is the sine qua own, whatever may be the

other gifts and attamments of the iudividuul.

We wish it to be knouTi that, from first to List,

those students who exhibited a hiunble, loving,

gracious spiiit, even although their natural talents;

were comparatively moderate, have always proved

a comfort to those connected with the institution,
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and eventually a credit and a blessing to the

cause of medical missions. The same cannot be

said of some, whom perhaps we imdnly estimated

on account of their natural endowments, but who
lacked the missionary spirit.

1 1 It is a cause for great thankfulness, however,

! that the combination has not been rare, of brilliant

! parts and professional skill, "with devoted piety

I
and evangelistic ardour.

5. Former Students of the Society.—A few words

may be expected regarding some of tliose, who,

after having been connected -with us for longer or

shorter periods, are now labouring in the foreign

1
field.

I

]\Ir. Andrew Davidson, of Madagascar, was at

!
home for several months of last winter and spring

;

1

but the infirm state of his health prevented him

i from appearing in public oftener than once or

twice. He left Scotland in the beginning of

I April, and having joined his wife and two children

j

at the Cape, where they were awaiting his arrival,

jl hastened back to his former post at Antananarivo,

i His latest letter (July 31st) makes it apj^ear that,

I after many trials and anxieties, he is once more

! occupied with his medical mission work, almost

I

as if it had suffered no interruption. The Direc-

j tors would earnestly commend their friend in his

' isolated station to the Christian sympathy and

!
prayers of all who take an interest in the cause,

i
Dr. W. J. Elmslie, after spending a second

summer in Kashmir, repaired during the winter

months to the neighbouring valley of Chumba,

I breaking ground, so to speak, in preparation for a

I medical missionary, whom your Directors had

! been at great pains to select at the earnest solici-

i tation of the Bajah. The history of the whole

transaction may be seen in the pages of Christian

Work; but as the preliminary arrangement*^,

which seemed full of promise, have in the mean-

time come to an end, it is unnecessary to allude

to them here more particularly. It may suffice

to say, that Dr. Elmslie reported most favourably

of Chumba as a field for medical missions ; and

we cannot doubt that his labours tliere will yet

be visibly cro^nicd ^^^.th an al>undant blessing.

Since leaving Chumba, he has again visited

Shrinagar for the third time, and the latest tidings

inform us, that while others fled, he remained at

his Y>ost, doing all that he could for the inhabi-

tants, during a terrible outbreak of ch6lera. Let

us thank God that tlie o^ood cause has been so

!
Avell represented both in Chumba and Kashmir

in perilous times.

Your former pupil.-, }.Ir. Lowe, of Travancore,

and Mr. Valentine, of Jeypore, occasionally favour

us with communications, which are published in

Christian Work more or less fully. Both of these

esteemed brethren are quietly but steadily carry-

ing on a most important undertaking—not only i'

ministering to the bodily and spiritual necessities *

of their patients, but, like ]\Ir. Pearson, training
i

youthful native converts as medical mission
;

agents. |i

We can do little more than mention the ^

honoured names of Dr. Maxwell, of Formosa, and

:
Dr. Gauld, of Swatow, who, although only asso-

ciated for a very short time with our dispensary,

must always be followed in theii' earnest labours

by the warm interest and best wishes of all who !

know them.
\

6. Diffusion of Information.—In addition to the

two publications repeatedly mentioned in former

reports

—

Christian Work, publislied by ]\Ir. Part-

ridge, 9, Paternoster Row, and the Medical Mis-

sionary Journal, edited by Mr. Burns Thomson,
we would direct attention to a short Prospectus of

the Society's various undertakings, which has been

issued during the last few months. It is intended

to explain, in a concise manner, our present posi-

tion, to those Avho have not previously paid atten-

tion to the subject, and being printed in a con-
i

venient form, it admits of easy distribution, by
[

letter or otherwise. If it is found to answer the •

purpose contemplated, the types can be kept up, :

so as to allow of fresh supplies being printed
f

when necessary.
|

The Directors regard as a very encouraging cir- I

cumstance, that tlie idea of this prospectus was
f

suggested to them, and pressed on their attention,

by a young gentleman at Cambridge, who has not i

only procured handsome contributions from a con-
\

siderable numl)er of the colleges, but has suc-

ceeded in establishing a branch association with

influential names in the committee. !

The monthly evening meetings with students '

were held as usual during last winter. Addresses

were delivered on these occasions by the follow-
j

;

ing gentlemen : William Brown, Esq., Rev. Mr. 1

1

Swanson from Swatow, Sir J. Y. Simpson, Bart.,

Professor Balfour, and other friends of the Society,

—all the ]neetings having been conducted, as far i

as possible, in a conversational manner.

In conclusion, your directors would congratulate

the Society upon the progress which the cause of

medical missions is making very steadily from

year to year. This is indicated by the place which

the subject now occupies in missionary reports and

conferences
;

l)y the demands which are made
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from abroad, India and China more especially, for

medical missionaries
;

and, above all, judging

from our own experience, by the number of pro-

mising young men who seem to be turning their

thoughts to the subject. This last circumstance

is both encouraging and suggestive at the present

time, when all the churches experience consider-

able difficulty in maintaining the efficiency of

their foreign missions, and filling up vacancies

among their clerical agents. It is encouraging,

because a new source of supply is here opening to

their view. It is suggestive, showing, perhaps, as

we believe, that the personal example of our Lord

and of his immediate disciples has been hitherto

too much overlooked,—the preaching of the gospel

in heathen lands being imduly dissociated from

the healing of the sick :
" Heal the sick, and say

unto them. The kingdom of God is come nigh

unto you."

But as the cause gains ground, our difficulties

and responsibilities are increasing.

The accommodation at the Training Institution

has now reached the furthest limits which it can

admit of, under present circumstances. Addi-

tional applicants must be refused admission. The
arrangements described in the Report for 1866

introduced a new era in the history of the institu-

tion, and the experience of another year shows

j

what your Superintendent and his lady have been

I

enabled to accomplish even under difficulties
;

but it is quite evident, we again assert, that a

vigorous and sustained effort must speedily be

made to procure or erect a building better suited

in all respects than the present one, if not for the

dispensary department, which has certain advan-

tages peculiar to itseK, at all events for the com-

j
fortable residence of the Superintendent and his

I
missionary students.

Your Directors feel very strongly that we have

reached a crisis in our affairs which demands

special ™dom, discretion, and enlargement of

heart,—a crisis, too, which finds us bereft of

brethren and friends whose practical good sense

would have been invaluable in such an emergency,

and whose liberality would have given an impulse

to any pecimiary effort.

"What is our common duty in these circum-

stances ? To rest contented vrith past success,

and wait for more propitious times ? Let such

thoughts be banished from every mind. The
conclusion to which the Lord is manifestly shut-

ting us up is altogether different. He has pros-

pered very remarkably the work in which we are

engaged, and simultaneously He has removed,
j

one after another, the men in whose wisdom, and i

zeal, and liberality we chiefly trusted. Is it not

clear, as if written v\T.th a sunbeam, that He is

calling upon us to go forward in faith, and prayer,

and thanksgiving
;
recognising His past goodness,

acknowledging our entire dependence upon Him,

and asking that those frowning difficulties, which
j

like mountains loom before us, may be cast into
|

the sea ?
j

Your Directors would again, as on former occa- i

sions, urge upon all connected with the Society •

the extreme need which there is for earnest per-
j

severing prayer. The Board itseK specially needs
!

it under present circumstances ; their Superin-
i

tendent and his partner need and desire it ; the I

students need it in preparing for their honourable i

and arduous career ; and our missionary friends

in their far-off fields of labour feel the same want,
\

and are ever sending home the urgent message, j

i

" Brethren, pray for us."
|

In these days, when everything seems so rest-
|

less and unsettled ; when profligacy of ever kind,
i

moral, religious, and political, startles even the
'

world lying in the Wicked One, there is surely no

attitude so befitting a Society like this, with a 'i

high and holy object before it, as that of casting
'

herself, cordially and without reserv^e, upon the
;

sustaining care of Him who has already guided

her through many discouragements and trials.
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A GREAT ritualistic demonstration has taken

I i^lace at St. James's Hall. Arclideacon Denison

[|
was the chief speaker, and he treated the question

1

rightly as one affecting doctrines, and not merely

I

external practices. "What," he said, "are the

1

facts of the case ? The first fact is this—we see

j

a revival of high ceremonial in churches and

I

chapels of the Church of England, according to

' what is believed to be either prescribed or allowed

I
[

by rubric of the Book of Common Prayer, that

j
I is by the law of the Church of England. What

I
I that rubric exactly means is more or less disputed

;

j
but that it is a rule of high ceremonial, of this

I

there is no question made. The next fact is, that

I

such ceremonial is principally connected with the

administration of the Lord's Supper, or Holy

Communion. The third fact is, that the re\4val

has caused a great disturbance of the public mind

;

; and that calls are made upon the authorities in

I
Church and State, and a Bill introduced into one

House of Parliament, to 'put it do^^^l' ^ith a

high hand. Now, what is the meaning of all

this ? Ceremonial is nothing in itself. What

j

makes it to be much I That it is the expression

I
of doctrine, and especially of the doctrine of the

I Holy Eucharist. It is doctrine, then, of which

! ceremonial is the outward expression ; it is this

I
that is the object of tumult and assault. There

I
are in the Church of England, and have been

{• since the Reformation, two sections, commonly

called High Church and Low Church. What is

the turning point of the division ? A distinct

difference of belief on the subject of the sacra-

ments. The first hold, as declared by the Church

to be revealed in Holy Scripture, that the life of

I
Christ in the soul is begim in and by Holy Bap-

!
tism

;
nourished, completed, and perfected in and

{

by Holy Communion. That these are, therefore,

II the principal means of grace ; that all other

i j
means of grace flow out of Holy Baptism ; and

|l converge to, and centre in, Holy Communion,
i The second does not deny that the sacraments are

I

to be observed reverently; but assigns to them no

[ such distinct pre-eminence, regarding them rather

j
|

as seals upon the life of Christ, already begun

and established in the soul by faith, than as the

means ordained of Christ himself for the begin-

ning, and the nourishing and perfecting, of that

life. The first then holds, as declared by the

Church to be revealed in Holy Scripture—rege-

neration in and by Holy Baptism ; the Real pre-

sence in Holy Communion. The second holds

neither the one nor the other. The first has an

exalted sense of the office of the Church as the

means ordained of God for the teaching and the

keeping of the truth, and as having, as such,

' authority in controversies of faith ;' and a like

sense of the office of the ministers of the Church,

as ha^^ng received the Holy Ghost in and by the

laying on of hands ; and as sent by Him to set

forth by their life and doctrine the true and lively

word, and rightly and duly to administer the Holy

Sacraments. The second, so far as I have ever
j

been able to understand its position, admits the
j

authority of the Church only where it coincides
!

with private judgment. Of these two sections

the first dates from the first century of Christi-

anity ; the second dates from the sixteenth cen-

tury. The first is apostolic, primitive, catholic
;

j

the second is human invention in many shapes

and under many names. The first is revealed as I

declared by the Church ; the second is a thing of

human development." Nothing could show more
J

strongly than these remarks the \'ital nature of the

present struggle and the thoroughly Popish cha-
|

racter and pretensions of the High Church party.
|

Lord Shaftesbury, at a recent meeting of the
j

Church Protection Society, stated thus his views '

of the present position of the Church:— " The
;

Church of England was beset by many dangers.

Her dangers were not external. The Church of

England was strong enough to defend herself from

any external danger, whatever it might be, but
|

her dangers arose from within her pale. Heresies
|

had gro"SMi up in her own bosom, which were
|

rending her very vital existence from her, and

which, imchecked and prevented, would leave

her a dead corpse upon the face of the earth.

They were pressed and in great danger from two

conflicting parties in the Chiuxh. They had the

Ritualistic party—that was the best term to give

them now
;
they went further than the Tractarian
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party, and yet embraced the Broad Cliurcli—and

there was the Neologian party, which he believed

had more strength than people were aware of.

Then there was a third party—the Evangelical

party—which, although strong within the bosom

of the Church, were not now so strong as they

were, either in clergy or laity, as compared vrith

the Neologians. The duty that was pressing upon

them was, therefore, very great indeed; and it

required the greatest caution, the greatest delicacy

of appreciation, and the greatest earnestness to

perform it. They had, as he had said, three

distinct parties in the Church. They had also

vast numbers in this country who were wholly

indifferent to one or the other. The Church was

ia greater danger from the indifference of those

who professed to be her friends than from the

aggressive policy of those who openly professed

to be her enemies. The growing indifference in

the country to matters of religion was one of the

most alarming features of the present time. They

found it everywhere—in small and in large popu-

lations. It was not only in Manchester, in Liver-

pool, and in London. They might go into the

smallest village, and every clergyman of ex-

perience would tell them how his heart was rent

by the real indifference there was, if they endea-

voured to fathom the great proportion of the

people with respect to religion."

The Freeman in an article refers to the vitality

of the London Baptist Churches as " one of the

most significant signs of the times adding, " It

may not be generally known that our denomina-

tion during the last fifteen years has increased

their sitting accommodation by sixty-one per cent,

on those sittings already existing, which is

double what the Independents have done, and

more than three times what the Wesleyans have

provided during the same period. The increase

is still going on, and the number of new chapels

now in hand, and those contemplated, to provide

for the increasing spiritual wants of this vast me-

tropolis, is an evidence of the power for work
being developed in our London churches."

The Bishop of Xew Zealand, who has recently

shown his devotedness to his own work, by refusing

the Bishopric of Lichfield, thus defended the

natives of New Zealand in a speech at Belfast :

—

"It is the force of circumstances that has

driven them into their present position. Do not

charge their present position and its evils upon
any peculiarities of race. I believe that my own
New Zealanders are as true-hearted, as kind-

hearted, and as hospitable a people as are you
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yourselves in Ireland. But, under unfavourable

circimistances, they have been driven into what

seems rebellion. And let their position be what

it may, I can assure you that no murderous spirit,

no spirit of rancour or hatred—is in their hearts.

The people are full of a desire to be imited to the

EngKsh nation. More than that, they have given

of their land to me
;
and, to take one example,

land was given me for a purpose described by

themselves in these words— ' We give this as a I

site for a college for the two races to be brought

up together as one people, in the fear of God and in
J

the love of Christ, and in obedience to the Queen.'

|

The Fourteenth Annual Keport of the "Kescue
|

Society " gives a number of most startling facts
|

!

as to the depravity prevalent even among the •!

very young. These facts are unfit for publication ;

in our columns, but they are of the utmost im-
.

portance as indicating the fruitful source of much
j |

sin and crime. The Rescue Society (Offices, 85, !|

Queen Street, Cheapside), deserves the warm
|]

support of the public in its noble philanthropic
!

;

efforts. There is one fact we may note as a warn-
j

|

ing to parents sending up their daughters as
j!

domestic servants to London ; that in no other i

!

class are nearly so large a number led astray into ' i

paths of evil.
|

It is stated that such of the bishops as remaia
j

in England will re-assemble at Lambeth, on I;

December 20th, to receive the reports of com- i

mittees and conclude the Conference of 1867.
;

Since the last meeting earnest attention has been
j

given to the consideration of ecclesiastical tribu-
j

nals and the establishment of Synodical action.

The death is announced, last month, of the

Right Rev. Dr. John Strachan, Bishop of Toronto,

the oldest of the colonial prelates. He was born

at Aberdeen, in 1778, and was educated at the '

University of Edinburgh for the ministry of the
j

Presbyterian Church, ^rith which he was for many '

j

years connected. He received ordination in the
1

1

Church of England, and proceeded to Canada, M

where, in the course of time, he became Rector |

!

of Toronto, Principal of King's College, Upper !;

Canada, and Archdeacon of York. In 1839, on
|j

the erection of Toronto into an episcopal see, Dr.
|

j

Strachan was consecrated bishop, and held it
|

imtil the time of his death. He was the author

of several works on emigration, and his journals

of Visitation contain much interesting informa-

tion in reference to the Church in Canada. The !

deceased will be succeeded by Dr. Bethune,
|

recently consecrated Bishop of Niagara and Coad-
j

jutor.
I

ENGLAND.
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(From our own Correspondent.)

Dr. Duff, tlie well-known Indian missionary,

delivered recently liis inaugural lecture as Pro-

fessor of the newly-founded class of evangelistic

tlieology. The lecture was chiefly characterized

by a most earnest appeal to the students, whether

preparing for the field at home or abroad, to make

their o\m calling and election sure. " He gave

an outline sketch of the subjects which would

come under review in tlie course of his prelections.

The first division of his couree was intended to

show the supreme importance of missions as

variously'' shown from the Scriptures. Among
other subjects which would afterwards be con-

sidered, he mentioned the obligations lying on the

Church to seek the evangelization of the world
;

the obstacles to the discharge of these obligations

within the Church j the work to be done among

the brethren, and the various ways of doing it

;

the qualifications, natural and educational, of mis-

sionaries ; the duties of the Church to her mission-

aries, and missionary finance ; the history of

missions ; the present aspects and pi-ospects of the

missionary enterprise ; and a consideration of

misrepresentations and objections. The lecture

abounded with earnest, practical warnings and

appeals. For example, in speaking of the terrible

possibility of even under-converted missionaries,

lie said :—What ! men professedly engaged in

constructing an ark of refuge for others, and in-

viting or helping them to enter it, themselves

caught by the overvvhehning deluge of Divine

wrath ! swept over the precipice of perdition !

plunged into the nethermost abyss ! which He
who was endowed A\ith omniscience, and whose

love to the souls of men many waters could not

quench, nor the floods of great waters drown, has

represented under such awful but undefined images

of horror ! Is not the very thought of the bare

possibility of such an issue—such a fell and fatal

catastrophe—enough to waken a wholesome fear

in the bosom of every minister and preacher and

student of theology ? Is it not enough to cause

the whole inner man to tremble, the lips to quiver,

and rottenness to enter the very bones \ Yea, is

it not enough to bring one perceptibly within the

verge of another Gethsemane ? to give some faint

sensation of another agony and bloody sweat !

By all, then, that is terrible in " the wi-ath of the

Lamb ;
' by all that is gentle and ^vinning in his

ineffable tenderness
;
by all that is marvellous in

the boundless capacity of the immortal soul for
j

ever-increasing torment, or ever-increasing bliss,

I would adjure and beseech all candidates for the

ministry, whether among professing Christians at

home or openly avowed heathen abroad, to see to

it in right earnest, and without any dallying or

delay, that they ' make their own calling and elec-

tion sure.' In regard to the advantages of mental

culture, science, &c., while admitting its high

value, he said :—The grand object was, on the one

hand, to employ them as means and appliances

for the culture, the development, and the invigo-

ration of the mental faculties
;
and, on the other,

to snatch them from the exclusive grasp and

monopoly of the enemies of the Gospel—to convert

them into a storehouse of apposite illustration,

and, above all, into an armoury of weapons for its

triumphant vindication and defence.

Great wisdom is needed lest we over-magmify the

necessity and mistake or over-do in our attempts

to eftect the adaptation—lest, in our zeal to over-

match the wisdom of the world, by reasons and

argmnents and facts from the treasury of its accu-

mulated, and daily accumulating, stores of know-

ledge, we iim foul of the exhortation and example

of the great Apostle, who, though laden \\itli the

wealth of Jewish and Grecian learning, cou-

rageously resolved to renounce ' the enticing words

of man's ^vi3dom ' fvjr * the excellency of the know-

ledge of Jesus Christ and Him crucified,' in order

that his ' speech and preaching ' might not be after

the wisdom of man, but ' in demonstration of the

Spirit and of power.'

"

At a recent meeting of the Free Church Synod

of Fife, ministers were requested to report on the

state of religion, when six in succession rose, and

testified to having, with their own eyes, seen what

they could not but regard as genuine religious

awakenings. Two spoke of revivals among farm

servants ; two told of profound attention to re-

ligion among the fishermen of the East Neuk
;

and one reported the existence of a movement

that had been going on for months in a manufac-

turing village.

At the opening of the Free Church College at

Aberdeen, Principal Lumsden lectured on the

" Doctrines of Atonement and Inspiration, and

their bearing on each other," He said :
—" Given

the Doctrine of Inspiration, and the Doctrine of

of the Atonement follows. Given the Doctrine

of the Atonement, then by logical consequence

the bible is in the highest sense inspired by God.

A great part of the religious thought and contro-

versy of the time turns on these two points ; hence

the importance of the questions raised. Without



Christum Work, Dec. 2, 1867.] SCOTLAND—IRELAND. 551

reference to tlie errors of the old Socinians and

others, there are many in the present age, pro-

minent among whom are Mr. Maurice and the

late Mr. Robertson, of Brighton, who deny the

vicarious nature of Christ's sacrifice ; but our

position, imder the first proposition, is, that if you

admit that God has given a direct revelation, then

you are bound not merely by the grammatical

construction of the revealed Word, but by logical

sequence, to admit the Atonement. For if there

is a divine revelation, then it must be a revelation

of something that lies beyond the range of the

human faculties—something that reason unassisted

cannot reach. The denial or ignoring of the

Atonement is one of the most dangerous de^^.ce3

Tthat have to be met. To a large extent it per-

vades our current literature ; and to meet and

expose the false pretensions of such A\Titing is

the incumbent duty of students of theology."

At a recent meeting of Presbytery in Edin-

burgh, Dr. Begg made a few remarks ha^dng

reference to the movement on the part of those

engaged in the Post-office throughout the United

Kingdom in favour of the entire cessation of work

in the Post-office on the Sabbath. It turned out

(he said) that there were 21,000 persons employed

every Lord's-day in connection ydth the Post-office.

It was also a weU-kno^\Ti fact that there were no

operations in the Post-office of London on the

Sabbath-day, and a combination had been appa-

rently entered into by those more particularly

aggrieved to get the rest which existed in the

Post-office of London extended throughout the

whole country. In a publication called, the Post-

man, organised by post-office functionaries, that

view was strongly urged. It was a matter of great

importance, while they were bound to do all they

could to secure the rest of the Sabbath to the

entire population, that those who were more par-

ticularly aggrieved should themselves stand forth

and do what they could to secure their own rights

and liberties ; and when they thought of the bear-

ing the Post-office had upon the whole ramifications

of Sabbath observance, at least on a large scale,

the importance of the movement to which he had

referred would be seen at once. If they were

successful in the movement, the most of the rail-

way trains woidd be stopped on Sabbath as a

matter of course, as the most of the railways woidd

not find it profitable to run but for the carrying

of the mails
;
moreover, they would be under no

compulsion to run, if "lihe Post-office did not put

into force the law by which they could compel

trains to be run to carry mails on the Sabbath-day.

The PtBv. Dr. Murray Mitchell, long resident

as a miBsionary in India, has, at the urgent request

of the Foreign j^lission Committee of the Free

Church, agreed to go out to Calcutta for a year or

two to superintend the most important mission

there. He has Avith this view resigned his charge

i

at Broughty Ferry, to the deep regret of his con-

I

gregation.

{From our ovm Corres2)ondent.)

The bishops in their charges continue to deal

with the present aspect of church questions. In

Dublin the sermons preached for each of the

united dioceses took the place of a charge. Arch-

deacon Lee developed the principles on which he

conceived the threatened dangers could be faced,

such as " the plain setting forth of the great truth

that the Church, as purified at the Reformation, is

the sole commimity in the land which preserves

in full measure both scriptural truth and apostolic

order." He urged also unity and sympathy

\vithin the Church, " even for those eflbrts which

may not be after our o^vn X3attem." The other

two sermons were on the practical duties of the

ministry, and the necessity of earnestness in set-

ting forth the Gospel and of freedom from the

spirit of- the world, and touched on the duty of

avoiding all oflences and misconceptions of the

introduction of services and practicesnotabsolutely

needful. The Bishop of Dowti believed* it was
" no longer possible, in the fullest measure of that

charity which sufiereth long, to allow the doctrinal

and aesthetic aspect of Ritualism to pursue its

course unchecked by pubHc remonstrance, sapping

as it did in its subtle progress the teaching of our

Church, and removing the authorized landmarks

of our Reformed Faith." He could not but

regret that " the Report of the Commissioners is

so barren of any distinctive principles nor did

he conceive that "if the Commissioners resume

their investigations, we should be an iota nearer

the settlement of the vexed question." Rather

than a denominational system of education, he

j

" would prefer to see a purely secular system sup-

I

ported by the State, and permitting, though not

j

requiring, a religious base." The Bishop of Meath

I

regarded the assault on the Irish Church as

j

futile, regretted the paucity of candidates for

ordination, which he attributed to uncertainty

about the fate of the Irish Church Establishment,
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regr(itted the want of services on Sunday evenings

in most of the churches of his diocese, and presented

various practical duties of the pastorate, especially

Sun<lay schools. The Bishop of Ossory main-

! tained that the arguments advanced against the

; Churcli were imsupported facts, and the figures

j

were falsified. The usual Diocesan Conference

i has been held at Belfast, but the Hillsborough

: meeting interfered ^\ith the attendance. A large

;
' number of his clergy have protested to the Bishop

;
I of Do\vn against his ^dews on church matters, and

1
1 his conduct both in the House of Lords and at

j

the Social Science Congress. In his reply he

j

adheres firmly to his position,

i Cardinal Cullen has been blessing bells at Xar-

I

raghmore, his native place, where the blessing

he bestowed upon the people was " the same as if

St. Patrick liimself had given it to them." At

j

Kantnck, in the South, he has opened a new

j j

chapel with a ritual so strict that it has not been

i

j

observed in Munster for three hundred years. He
i

j

has also been addressing himself to obtain money

il
for the Pope. Catholic government, he admits,

Ij will do little for him. Italy is in diflUculties,

i
i

Belgium and Portugal are ruled by Freemasons,

j|
Spain is paralyzed by revolution. Austria is

!
! drifting into the hands of infidelity and secret

I

I societies. There can be no confidence put in France,

j
j

It is a curious confession, and the drift of it is

ji that there is no resource for the chair of St.

i; Peter, but the pence of the faithful, although,

I " like its divine foimder, it is the same yesterday,

and to-day, and for ever." A more energetic

step has been taken in withdraM-ing the Romanist

children from the model school in Limerick. Mean-

while education is pushed forward more rapidly

in the north than it is condemned in the south. A
large schoolliouse has been recently Opened in

I

Belfast, one of many which are springing up

I
amongthe dense masses ofits artizans. ItWasaliftost

I entirely built by sixpences, cost £800, will accom-

j

modate 600 children, will have evening clubs

! for adults, and 240 children were waiting to be

brought into it on Sundays. The Rev. Mr.

1

Johnston, in whose district it lies, said that dur-

I
ing the 26 years of his mission among the work-

'

j

ing-classes he had learned that wliat they wanted

was education, and he was glad to report that

all the schools in which he had taken part were

I

flourishing.

\

The Magee College in Londonderry has been

I

opened by an address from its President on Colle-

I giate Studies, and reports the number of students

' to be far in excess of previous sessions. The

service in the Presbyterian College, Belfast, has

also been opened by an address of remarkable
ability on the limit and domain of Christian

Ethics. It was the inaugural lecture of the new
professor, Mr. AVallace ; and by its fuUness, clear-

ness, and ingenuity of thought, proved that an
addition of no common order had been made to

the teachers of ethical philosophy.

Bishop Sehs-yn has made a hurried tour through

Ireland, pleading the cause of the New Zealand

missions, and of the propagation of the gospel.

He pleaded vigorously at the same time for

Christian union as a source of strength in Chris-

tian work. " In New Zealand there are no
religious estranging differences between man and '

man. Not only are there no difierences between
the agents of the two societies (Church Mission

j

;

and Propagation,) but you find none between the
|

Church of England and the other religious bodies

there'. Each takes its o^ra work, and carries it

out to the best of its ability. There is no mixing
up of one system because they are incapable of I

being mixed,—no attempt to effect coalition or
|

compromise. Each goes on its ovra. separate road
|

j

to the common goal—along great lines of railway,
1

1

as it were, that alternately reach the same to\\Ti,
1

1

and give rise to no collision It is
|

for the advantage—eminently tlie advantage of
!

true religion, that all great Protestant bodies \

should be thoroughly united in character, and at
i

peace one with another. And I believe that

much more good would be the result, if all these

earnest men belonging to different parties united

together in one body and addressed themselves to , ^

the work of Christian missions."

The annual meetings of the two town missfons

in Belfast, shew that want of need of such mis-

sionar}' agency, and the sense of that need, are

increasing. The large mission which is connected

with the Presbyterian church (the other being

undenominational), reported that two agents had

been added, making now a total of sixteen in

charge of as many distrit^ts, and that there are

20,000 Presbyterians in the tow^l not connected

ydth. any church. Mr. Mac Coll, of the WjTid

church, Glasgow, stated his experience of the

territorial system pursued in Scotland, and

wrought out admirably by himself ; and a strong

and general feeling was expressed that a similar

system would prove most effective for our large

Irish manufiicturing towns.^
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(From our own Correspondent.)

Ere my last letter of November was in print,

its words were fulfilled ; the effort of Garibaldi

bas again thrown Rome into Napoleon's hands

—

who comes as a peace-maker (the Chassepot guns

make peace) and the fields are strewn with the

I slain, and Garibaldi is silenced, and the Pope is

chanting Te Deums, and the clerical ultramon-

i tanists are exultiog.—But who is gainer I "Who

is arbiter? Who is proposing a congress, and

seeking a confederation of European sovereigns

around him ?—All is peace, peace ! And in his

jl
imperial speech all is peace !—It was a clever

! move to resist democratic^excess—which was over-

i stepping the boundary (for the claymust be mixed

1

with iron to the last)—and it is a clever move to

!

apparently withdraw, and to wait deferentially for

j

the opinion of others. Is aU this prepared, or do

}
events in some sense force the solution ? Pro-

I

bably both are true. " The Exposition," says the

j

Speech, " has destroyed for ever past prejudices

|: and errors. Shackles upon work and intellect,

i| barriers between different nations and classes,

international antipathies—^it has cast all these

behind it
!

" Yet ice must improve the military

institutions of France. The legislature will
\

have, moreover, to examine laws proposed

by the Throne last January,—laws termed

liberal,—and is expected to adopt them ; while

(says Napoleon) be sure that I will main-

tain high and firm the 'power confided to m£, for

obstacles, or unjust resistance, will shake neither

I my courage nor my faith in the future
!

" "Armed

j

peace—repressed liberty ! " is the commentary of

I

a journal. In truth there is disquietude in the

!
political atmasphere just now ; and many are in

prison in Paris, some for seditious cries, and others

]
for forming secret societies; and journalists are

!

I

condemned for violent language. All this gives
'•

I

an aspect of disquietude, very far from peace. The
i

j

Roman question has set vast subscriptions on foot

;

|!
and fashionable ladies have each their Zouave,

rj for whom they pay £20, and embroider scapu-

laries and string beads for their safety, and rejoice

in the assurance that if shot they die with an
ecstatic smile ; while the Garibaldian volunteer,

they are assured, falls maddened with rage and
wrath !

!

I I Voltaire's subscription grows apace ; and clever

articles are printed to induce Protestants to give

their names, and to explain why Pastor A. Co-

querel, junior, is a member of the committee.

The second volume of Voltaire's works is out, and

sold rapidly. It is not yet stated where the statue

is to be erected. A paper curtly proposes to

throw the two millions of Catholics Pio Nono
j

boasts of, into a crucible, and see how many prove

genuine—and how many subscribe to Voltaire's

image I

It was in the midst of this turmoil, that was

celebrated the festival of The Reformation ; free

churches and Wesleyans agreed with the Na-

tional churches to bring before their congregations,

on the 3rd of November, the glorious epoch
;

and the Protestant Historical Society published

a little volume on the occasion—the sufferings of

one of the sturdy Protestants of Louis XIV.'s time,

a simple girl, and written by herself. This fes-

tival coincided with the last day of the Ejcjjosifion,

and brought out in fine contrast the freedom with

which tens of thousands were eagerly receiving in

print the truths for which the martyrs died.

The Exposition is now closed to the public, and i

its glory has departed ;
day after day its treasures

j

disappear, and the forlorn walls and empty courts
j

strike a melancholychord—somewhat like a death-
j

knell for this world's splendours. The very gar-|

dens are robbed of their beauties, and the grass is
j

wearing down under the tread of workmen ; alto-
'

I

gether it is a most striking commentary on the I

words :

—

"All the glory of man is as the flower of

grass. The grass vsithereth, ami the flower tliereof
j

falleth av:ay ; but the word of the Lord en-
I

DURETH for EVER !" The last words hold good as

well as the first ; a continuous stream of workmen,

employes, police, and soldiers, may be all day

seen flowing towards the one spot still open and

inhabited, and that spot is the sole remaining

missionary point of attraction : the Kiosk ofpopu-

lar publications. Two evangelists find full em-

ployment there, although the place is dismantled

and given up to the builder, and may be sold any I

day. Still, there the word of God is read to the j \

constant visitors, and sold to aU. who A\'ill, and

these are not a few ; there the sheet picture-tracts

are sold, and the small ones given away ; and very

touching is the testimony often rendered to the at-

tractive power of Divine grace. In the palace,which

those brethren visit in turn, they find a marked

difference in the reverence for the name of Jesus,

contrasted ^^i.th the sneer it was received with

when they began their work there in February

last. The aftectionate greetings they receive, and

the urgent pressing to continue by home \'isitation

the intercourse begun, is most gratifying, " You
little know (but the Lord does) the good you have
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done me ! " has sometimes been the teaxful ex-

pression after a parting prayer. " Your garb and

your manner showed that yours was a disin-

terested work ! "—" Yours was a work of sacrifice

if ever there vras one !

"—" Ah I how your books

have made me weep ! but we want constantly to

be reminded of the counsels they contain,"—are

habitual expressions, and show feelings wliich are

sedulously encouraged in the conversations that

ensue. To see men running and leaping towards

the little edifice, strong fellows throwing down
burdens at the door, the great locomotive coming

to a stand-still at the corner, for the stokei- to make
two jumps to the Kiosk, and back again with his

prize ; at dinner-time to see it filled with la-

bourers, and at change of guard tilled with police,

often brings tears to the eye. One labouring man
is constantly seen purchasing sheet-tracts wliich

he gives away, "making a man happy mth a

sou's worth ! " he says. This is quiet work after

the toil and hurry of the seven Exposition

months, but it is no less happy. The multitudes

which during the last open week jjoured around

the Mission buildings, the eagerness for entrance

into the Evangelical Hall, the inconceivable

rush for portions of the Bible and tracts,

defy all description. The noise was as that of

many waters ; in one day, we think we do not

miscalculate when we state that one hundred

thousand were literally snatched from the hands

of the numerous distributors and volunteers by a

good-tempered, but boisterous crowd. The hands

put forth were so numerous, that, at times, they

concealed the arms, faces, and persons they be-

longed to ; and no little dexterity was requisite

to convey the coveted treasures safe to each.

There is great encouragement in all this ; and

in the seed already springing up, and the doors

opening in and around Paris, especially through

the preaching in the hall
;
may the Lord incline

his people to listen to the call, and prosecute to

the utmost this mode of uncontroversial, un-

polemical, nnsectarian spreading of the GospeL

Among other characteristics of the work, the

two following strike us all.

—

No 'person or name of

man was prominent : do what we would, we could

obtain the permanent aid of none whose names

we thought would have been an attraction to the

people ; we were compelled to feel, that what

blessing came was the wonderful gift of God ; the

very superintendents of the various agencies were

comparatively unkno\\-n, as the odd mistakes

often made by officials, and even neighbours,

proved. The other was the Jiarmony indneedy

by no one ever attempting to ask his neighbouring

worker, or the person soliciting the privilege of

helping, to u'hat section of the Church he belonged.

If ever the motto inscribed over the hall,—" We
are all one body in Christ,"'—were lived out, it

was on that happy Mission ground. Again ; each

one received according to his faith. As to ob-

stacles overcome and difficulties traversed, tlirough

the long phase of anxiety and mental sufi'ering to

the superintendents at the commencement, fol-

lowed by Avide and unique popularity* at the

close, we can but use the cheering words of a

police officer, addi-essing one of these last week,
" The Lord protects those who trust in Him ?

"

On Sunday last (Nov. 17) the follo^ving addi-ess

of thanks was read to the Emperor, who had

grantetl a special audience for the occasion, by
Mr. Theodore Vemes, accompanied by French,

representatives of the work in the Champ de

]\Iai*s, the Baron General de Chabaud Latour,

Pastors Grand Pierre, G. Monod, Fisch, Casalis,

and Professor Matter :

—

" Sire,—We are come to place at the feet of

your Majesty the homage of our gratitude for the

favourable kindness which you deigned to show

to the Evangelical work accomplished by us (with,

the generous and fraternal concurrence of English

Christians), in the Champ de Mars, on the occa-

sion of the Universal Exposition. Thanks to the

protection of your Majesty, we have been enabled

to spread broadcast Christian doctrines, and the

great principles of morals and social order, which

derive their strength and durability from the

power of the Gospel alone. In the midst of all

the marvels of human industry and skill, we re-

member that all is vain in man if what he gives

to the world is alone considered ; but that all is

importiint, on the contrary, if it is recollected

what he owes to God. Thus have we abundantly

distributed the Bible, the Word of God, among

those masses of people which, like successive

billows, flowed into the Exposition. Of these

numerous visitors, some came from the depart-

ments and neighbouring countries, others from,

tlie extremities of the earth, but all may have

taken home Avith them the Gospel, as well as a

lofty idea of the rehgious liberty which we have

enjoyed. Thanks again. Sire, to your liigh jiro-

* The English deputation, who have a Bible to

present to the Emperor, declined presenting it on
Sunday, fearing therebj' to sanction the habit of pubhc
receptions on the Lord's day. Napoleon, with great

good temper, has promised to fix another day to receive

them.
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tection, we were enabled to constrnct a hall in

which to speak to men of diverse nationalities and

tongues of their spiritual and moral interests.

There also we have been happy, with prudent

measure, to make use of religious liberty—the first

of the soul's liberties, and the most glorious, as it is

the most pure, of the conquests of human civili-

zation. We endeavoured to avoid in our appeals

and preaching all spirit of discussion and contro-

versy
;
proclaiming alone the holy truths which

form the link between all Christian commimions,

and which are so thoroughly allied to principles

of order and respect for authority. AYe have

been enabled to hold in the same edifice a series

of conferences, in which details were given of our

principal religious works, and those for the pro-

motion of education and weKare of the labouring

classes.

"We hope, Sire, that our work has not been

vain ; and we shall not forget that if it has been

given us to turn to accoimt this memorable occa-

sion to do a little good, it is to your Majesty that

we owe it. In presence of the happy results

obtained, how should we not be penetrated for

your Majesty with gratitude, as sincere as it is

respectfuL We will not express this sentiment

without offering to the Emperor our earnest

wishes for the preservation of his august person,

and without asking God to shed upon him, the

Empress, and the Imperial Prince, his most

abundant and most precious blessings."

Napoleon entered into conversation with the

deputation, and said that he knew the work,

and that they had to struggle (liitter) against

materialism, evil doctrines, and religious indif-

ference. He had pleasant words for them all

;

and asked about the state of the Bassutos, with

whom he was informed that Professor CasaHs

had lived as missionary for three and twenty

years.

(From our own Correspondent.)

It is impossible not to see the hand of God in

the preservation of the independence and liberties

of Belgium. During the last twenty years the

extension of the frontiers of France has been a

question periodically cropping up to threaten the

separate existence of a nation which has been
ever since 1830 pointed to as the model of consti-

tutional government on the continent. " Liberty

as in Belgium " was, under Louis Philippe, the i

motto of the followers of Montalembert ; and if,
|

during the reign of Leopold's father-in-law, the

natural limits of France were never spoken of

but as a thing of the past : Nous Vavons en notre

Ehin allemand, very soon after the revolution of

1848 the abortive attempt made by a few rufiians

escaped from Paris showed that in certain strata

of society the idea had been only slumbering
;

since then it has, notwithstanding frequent denials,

been always regarded as the secret and cherished

project of the profound and astute politician who
rules over, and so well understands the aspirations

of the French people. Time will show whether

those are right who attribute his quieting as-

surances to the grapes being sour, and believe he

is only waiting until possible and foreseen com-

plications may bring them Avithin his grasp. But

at present the Belgians are enjoying an amount of

liberty-, religious and civil, of which there has

been no example in any Catholic country.

The small band of faithful men who have

devoted the best jeajs of their lives to make

known the glad tidings of salvation in Belgium,

where the Bible has been so long a sealed book,

have done all they could to take advantage of

these favourable circumstances. For the last

thirty yeai-s the Scriptures have been largely

circulated through the agency of the British and

Foreign Bible Society; and many have been

brought out of superstition, unbelief, and in-

difference to receive the truth as it is in Jesus.

There is no inequality whatever before the law

between Catholics and Protestants, and there is

no work of evangelization which cannot be under-

taken without fear of molestation, and, indeed,

without certainty of protection ; while in England

we look aghast at the progress now making Eome-

wards, here, apart from the swelling tide of oppo-

sition to Popery which is rising in all Catholic

countries, we have evidence of a spirit of inquiry

after better things, and can discern the blessing

of God resting on the zealous labourers who have

been one after another called to preside over

churches formed of those who have been en-

lightened by the study of the Scriptures purchased

of the Bible colporteurs. Surely we may, trust-

ing in those promises which are Yea and Amen,

believe that there is a day coming when the hun-

dreds of thousands of copies of the Word of God

that have been distributed throughout Belgium

will bear each its fruit, and that, instead of only-

twenty or thirty churches, they will be counted

by hundreds. According to the last report of the

Belgian Evangelical Society, the following is a

list of the free chiu-ches in Belgium, all of which
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are composed mostly, if not entirely, of converts

from Romanism.

In Brussels, two chapels, in wliich the services

are conducted in French, in connection with which

there are regular meetings held in the villages of

Ceroux, Ohain, and Clabecq, besides an interest-

ing little congregation of deaf and dumb. The

evangelist, who is himself deaf and dumb, makes

frequent visits in the provinces, where he has been

the means of doing much good among his com-

panions in affliction.

The Church of Charleroy extends throughout

all the neighbouring communes, in several of

which there are regular Sunday services. Stree-

Beaumont, as well as Jumet, originally formed

part of the Church of Charleroy, until it was found

necessary to appoint a separate pastor for each,

which the increasing number of converts call for

in other ^illages did the income of the Evangelical

Society admit of increasing its liabilities.

Framerius and Wasme are in the coal country

around Mons, where are also two national churches,

the pastors of which are zealous evangelical men.

This little cluster of churches forms a real evan-

gelical alliance, the different congregations often

meeting in the same chapel on special occasions.

Hondeng and Namur are also prospering, both

as regards the spiritual life and the increasing

number of their members.

In Liege and its neighl)ourliood there are no

less than six separate churches : Li^ge, Grivegnde,

Lize-Seraing (where the celebrated John Cockerill

established his extensive iron works), Nessonvaux,

Sprimont, and Verviers ; in the last of which the

pastor of the National Church, M. Theophile Bost,

is labouring to make converts to " Liberal Pro-

testantism."

Of Flemish churches, there is one at Antwerp,

where the work is making sensible progress both

among Catholics and Protestants. At Brussels,

where the pastor has with great success attempted

open-air preaching. At first he met with constant

interruption and disturbance ; but on applying to

the authorities for protection, it was immediately

granted, and he has been preaching to between

two and three hundred attentive hearers, who
gladly receive the tracts distributed, and some-

times inquire the address of his chapel. At
Eoubaix, on the French frontier, is a prosperous

church, composed of Flemish and Dutch workmen
employed in the manufactories. And lastly, at

Louvain, which, however, is about to be aban-

doned, the church has been greatly reduced by
the departure of a number of members ; the popu-

lation of the town, which is the seat of the Roman
Catholic University, is either indifferent or hostile,

and all attempts to make an impression in the

neighbouring villages have proved unsuccessful.

Although unable yet, with the exception of the

French churches in Brussels, to support their

pastors without assistance, the contributions raised

in the churches increase each year ; besides

which, they respond liberally to the calls made
upon them for the Dorcas societies, the fund for

the support of Protestant orphans, missionary

societies, &c. But what deserves notice, as a sign

of the real interest felt in the w^ork, is the for-

mation of a lay association for providing pensions

for the -widows and orphans of the pastors, whose

stipends are not such as to enable them to lay

anything by for the future
;
and, while testifying

to the affection and gratitude of the churches

towards their pastors, it does honour both to the

pastors and their flocks, and bears witness to the

fact that the Gospel is at last really taking root

in Belgium.

(Strnunir.

(From our oim Correspondent).

City Missions, or Inner Missions in Cities, of

which in their present form Dr. Wichern is the

founder, bear a somewhat different character here

from yours in England. In England we use the

term City Mission or Home ^Missions exclusively

for directly spiritual work, direct efforts to save

souls. Dr. Wichern has always used the term to

include every kind of effort that tends to elevate

the people, so far as it is based on and animated

by a Cliristian spirit. According to his ideal

Christians ought to seek to infuse new life into

every sphere of human existence and activity

;

nothing human, genuinely human, lies outside

their interest and effort
;
literature, art, popular

amusements, visiting the sick, looking after the

I

poor, caring for prisoners and criminals—all are

I

branches to which those interested in inner mis-

j

sions ought to dii-ect their attention. In the

I
kingdom of God, whose establishment on earth is

the goal of the efforts of aU true Christians, all

normal modes of human life and activity are to

find a place. Though we do not use the word

"mission" to include all these things, I think

that few intelligent Christians would disagree

with Dr. Wicliern's views of the work to be done

amongst the people. There used, indeed, to be

many who took so narrow a view of human life

and God's purposes regarding it, that they frowned
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on everything not directly and outwardly religi-

ous ; but this generation is passing away. For

the overthrow of such narrowTiess in Germany,

Dr. Wichern has done more than any living man.

The Inner Mission Society in Bremen has, in

some respects, carried out Dr. Wichem's idea,

perhaps, more completely than any other similar

association in Germany; and I will, therefore,

give you a somewhat detailed account of its

operations. The city missionaries employed are

all Rauhe Haus Brothers. The committee con-

sists of twelve persons, who meet once a month
;

once a year a general meeting of all members is

held, at which the report is read, and officers are

chosen. Its income last year was 2,019 thalers

(£302 17s.), its expenses were 2,293 thalers

(.£343 19s.) Notwithstanding the deficit plans

are entertained involving greater outlay than ever

previously. Let us now enumerate the branches

of labour. One of the principal occupations of

the missionaries is of course visiting people in

their houses, and receiving calls from poor people

who wish to see them. Many instances of useful-

ness among drunkards, the debauched, beggars,

and dismissed prisoners, are recorded. They con-

duct six sewing societies, whose members meet

every fortnight to make articles of clothing for

the needy. One of them distributed in one year

40 shirts and 14 pairs of stockings. One of the

missionaries has also formed an association in aid

of the respectable poor. They also conduct

schools, in which poor girls learn sewing, knit-

ting, and mending ; Bible classes, Sunday schools,

a knitting society, and a saving club. The associa-

tion, besides employing missionaries, has estab-

lished 13 popular libraries, from which in 1866,

14,464 books were lent to 1,485 persons ; and an

apprentice society, which has from 80 to 100

members, who meet regularly for various pur-

poses, as for example, Biblical instruction, writing,

accounts, history, and singing. This society has

its own library, its o^mi saving club, and gets up

its own Christmas tree and presentation. The
association has also put forth efforts for securing

the better observance of the Sabbath, both in

connection with the railway, the military, and

the post-office, and not without encouraging

results. It possesses a house of its own called

Concordia, in which many of these efforts find

their centre. This mth two other houses for

Christian purposes, and a Reformatory, arc under

the management of Raulie Haus Brothers, of

whom there are altogether 12 labouring in Berlin.

On Sunday, the 20th October, the Golgotha

Chapel, a new house of worship erected by our

Church Building Society, was consecrated and

opened for divine worship. It is the first perma-

nent church built by the society ; what has been

built heretofore has been for temporary use. It

is situated in a neighbourhood which greatly

needs the purifying and elevating influences

which attend on the preaching of the Word of

God. "We wish the friends of the society more

support than they have hitherto enjoyed.

A most excellent arrangement has been called

into existence by General Superintendent Dr.

«

Hoffmann. In order that the Christian people of

Berlin may have an opportunity of becoming

acquainted with missionary work in various parts

of the world amongst heathens and Jews, a series

of lectures is to be delivered by various clergy-

men on the different departments. Some such

plan as this might surely be carried out to

great advantage in London. It would do some-

thing towards making missionary work more
fully a part and parcel of the regular and normal

thoughts and prayers of our churches, and would

helj) to unite all who desire to promote the king-

dom of God in these days of disunion and strife.

How excellent, if the two Episcopal Societies,

the Wesleyan Society, the Baptist Society, the

London Missionary Society, the Presbyterian So-

cieties, and the two or more Jewish Missionary

Societies, were to send each a lecturer once a

month to Exeter or St. James's Hall ! A rich

blessing could not fail to be realised !

The North German Diet unanimously accepted

and intrusted to the Chancellor of the Confederation

a petition set on foot by Dr. Wichern, and signed

by 37,000 persons, for the speedy extinction of

the German gambling houses and tables.

The critical question, under whose authority

are the churches in the new provinces annexed by
Prussia to be ? has been decided for the present.

They are to be under the immediate direction of

the cultus minister, and are not to have anything to

do ^\ith the Oher Kirclmi Bath. This latter body

still retains its position in Old Prussia ; but there

is no concealing the fact, that the step just taken

must tend to impair its authority and lessen its

influence, and strikes me as a step backwards, at

all events, from the idea entertained by the late

king, who ^^dshed to see the church here in pos-

session of that freedom and independence without

which it can never thoroughly prosper. Various

motives have dictated the measure. Their repre-

sentatives desired it—desired anytiling rather than

being unionized, as they feared to be, if connected
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with tlie Ober Kirclieii Ratli ; and political

reasons spoke for conceding their wishes on this

point. Strictly speaking, it is not in accordance

with the paragraph of the constitution which

guarantees to every church the right of managing

i its own affairs, and vrhich is a reality as regards

the Roman Catholics.

ItaliT.

The Rev. ]\Ir. Moorehead, of the American

j

mission, writes :

—

' The evangelists of Milan had been invited to

open public evangelization in this place and

j
vicinity; but not being able to respond to the

I'
call at once, they requested me to go to Udine,

i
and attempt something. The lirst great difficulty

i was (as usual) to procure a suitable room in which

j

to begin our meetings : at length, one was found

I

and rented for a year, at 420 francs. I preached
I first to an audience of about sixty persons ; but

the mimber soon increased to snch a degree that

we were almost in danger of being suftbcated by

the heat. The room could not nearly contain

i all who came, though there were crowded into it

j

at one time 360 people. Until the feasts and fair,

I

which occur on St. Lawrence's day, we had an

1; ovenvhelming audience. The feasts, however,
' have diminished the number ; as well, also, T

think, the religious indifference and infidelity of

j

the major part of this population. Notwithstand-

!
ing, we have still a constant audience of from fifty

j to one hundred every evening ; for every evening,

and twice on the Sabbath, we have public preach-

ing. I have ample reason to believe that a goodly

church may, through the Lord's help, be formed

here. On the Lord's day, from half-past nine

o'clock "imtil half-past ten, we hold the service of

edification ; and it is of great enconr;igement to

ns, to see always pre^^ent at this exercise from

I

forty to .sixty persons, who are very attentive and

solemn. All the more does this meeting inspire

me vrith. hope and confidence for the future, as we
Italians are much more famous for impiety than

"piety. From eleven o'clock to twelve, I teach the

' Sabbath-school, which is composed of children,

^

two or three women (of whom one is old), and

j

several men, who an hour before were at our

I

worship, or Protestant mass, as it is called here.

At noon, I take a carriage and go to preach

in another city, twelve miles distant from this

(Cividale), and in the evening return to this place

to evangelize. The Sabbath, to me, is the most

beautiful of the days of the week. In this last-

named city (Cividale), we had arranged, a month
ago, to open public evangelization. Several per-

sons of the higher class (signori) had invited me
to go there. We held, the first time I went, a

private meeting, or what was intended for a private

meeting ; bnt it came to the ears of the people, to

whom I was compelled to preach, which I did in

the inn where I was stopping. It was agreed that

these gentlemen should secure a place for holding

meetings ; but it was impossible to find a suitable

one. So, a gentleman has placed at my dis-

position his immense house (an old convent), and

I have preached t^^ice in its court. Last Sabbath

there were about 200 there. We shall see what

the Lord will bring out of this also.

Yesterday I went to Palma Nuova, and assem-

bled in the hotel the more liberal-minded of the

place, twenty or twenty-five. I talked to them

long of the necessity of leading back our people

to Christ and His Gospel. There were among
the number some Rationalists, and in consequence

we had discussion. But it was finall}- arranged

that an evangelical committee should be ap-

pointed, whose duty it should be to find a locale

for preaching. They are at work now, and I am
expecting to be called there before long. I would

say, that just as our meeting was breaking up,

many people came to the hotel, and asked me
earnestly to preach, which I did for half an hour.

I had with me Mr. Clark's colporteur, who sold

all the Bibles and books he had with liim—about

38 francs worth.

Last Sabbath I and the same colporteur went

to Cadroipo (16 miles distant), where I hope a

good work will be done. In three hours 16 francs'
i

worth of books were sold.

There is very great desire and interest mani-
|

fested toward the Gospel in these parts
;
but, as

j

you will readily understand, there is great need
j

of sincere, earnest men. In the month of July,
|

100 francs of Bibles and books were sold ; in
j

August, 98.
I

Thus far, I have given you tlie bright side of

the picture : it is fitting I show you the dark side

also. From 8 imtil 8.30 in the evening I devote

to answering questions on controversial points,

permitting any one to present his difficulties and

objections. T^vo or three times the Rationalists !

have presented themselves ; but the last time they '

were ver\^ nearly being hissed by the audience,

and so we have seen them no more. Fifteen days

ago, a Neo-Catholic (Pusejdte) came to introduce

his views into our meeting ; but I don't think he
j
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will return soon, as very many arose in the meet-

ing and pnblicly protested against Mm and his

doctrine. The people did very well ; so well that

I had nothing to say. However, I well know that

Neo-Catholicism and Rationalism are two power-

ful means for the diffusion of indifference and

scepticism ; and of these two enemies the Papacy,

in its distress, avails itself at every moment.

"Well, patience ! I do not cease to fight them with

all my might. Until qnite recently the priests

have been very quiet outwardly, but secretly

working hard against us. They now begin to

persecute more openly. Two women have been

summoned before the " chief priest," who is la-

bouring to turn against them their drunken and

gambling husbands. You know the priest makes

no scruple of using any instrument he can—even

the most vile and loathsome. A shopkeeper has

been dismissed by his landlord because he would

I not consent to cease from frequenting our meet-

ings : also, a young man is threatened to be ex-

pelled from home by his parents, if he continue

to come to the evangelization.

At Cividale, two weeks ago, the priests brought

in from the country about seventy of the ignorant

peasantry, armed with pistols and scythes, to put

an end to our meeting there (believing I was to

j
be there that day) ; but the ringleaders were

I

! arrested and put in prison, in their zeal for the

holy Catholic faith ! God has thus far protected

me, and will continue so to do as long as He has

need of me. There is exceeding great need of

labourers who have no fear of vsorJc. God vrHl pro-

vide them. As you see, the work is very great.

Dr. West, of the American Board s Missions,

j

"N^Tites from Sivas, " My occupation has given me
I

a better opportunity for seeing the effect of the

I

missionary work outside the nominal Protestant

I

ranks than the preaching missionary enjoys. I

I

find the Bible now in a large majority of the

Armenian houses where I am called. In Sivas, I

have made it a point for a long time to inq;uire

;

so that I do not speak vaguely. This shows what

;

a contrast there is, in this respect, "v\ith their

condition fifteen years ago, when the priest would

not permit the reading of the Bible. It is also

now used as a text-book, in the modern language,

in the Armenian and Greek schools, and the

people acknowledge that this has been from

missionary influence. I am surprised to see the

familiarity of many vdih the Scriptures. They

will quote passage after passage readily, and seem

to understand and appreciate the meaning. The
light of the divine word, thus beginning to glim-

mer in this land, is revealing to them their former

darkness and errors, and many are ready to con-

fess them. The Bible is as yet their principal

book, and most do not read much else ; but with

the increase of education and knowledge, other

and sometimes pernicious reading is being intro-

duced. There is a great desite to teach French

in the Armenian schools at present. Fortunately,

few get more than a smattering of the language •

as yet ; for its full knowledge will certainly intro-

duce infidel reading. It is a great reason for

thankfulness that the Word of God has got the

start of all other, and especially of pernicious !

books here. It needs but to be followed up by
j

earnest Christian effort, and by the influences of
j

the Spiiit, to make it prevalent against every

error.
i

Mr. Knapp writes :
" In the city of Bitlis, the '

|

average Sabbath congregation has increased from '

i

100—^what it was when we left there last August
j

—to 140; and Baron Simon, the pastor, writes

that his wife and the teacher of the female school

are visiting the people from house to house, to
j

give religious instruction,—labour which they I

dared not attempt before we left. They also hold '

a weekly meeting for women, at which thirty are
j

I present. The female boarding-school is prosper- I

}

ing; and, surprising to say, when he wrote 'there
[

was no persecution.'
,

j

"At Havadoric, one of our out-stations, the work '

I

of the Lord is advancing finely. Eleven houses,

or nearly one-half the village, have become Pro-

testants, and the average Sabbath congregation is

40. In addition to the sujjport of the school

and other expenses, the people there are maldng

strenuous efforts to build them a place of worship.

They are very poor indeed. Baron Simon WTites,
'

yet they have done nobly toward tliis object, and !

I

plead for 40 dols. more only, to complete the i

edifice. They live among the mountains, subject
I

to the ever-annoying, plundering Koords ; and i

the preacher there WTites me, that those of the
j

villagers who are shepherds spend what leisure I

time they can while watching their flocks in read-
|

ing their Bibles, which they carry about with

them, while others, who carry on their backs to

the city of JMoosh, three hours distant, the heavy

loads of faggots they are taking to market, are seen

reading their Testaments by the roadside, while

occasionally stopping to rest; so interested are

they in the Word of God !
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Spa,
TESTIMONY OF A GREEK PRIEST.

I

Mr. H. H. Jessup, of the American Sma mis-

j

sion, in a letter published in the American Pres-

j

byterian, notices the recent examination of the

I

" Native Protestant Female Seminary " at Beirut,

I I and the addresses made by visitors present.

1 1 One of these, "tlfe most remarkable," was by

I

: Ghubreen, an elderly man, the ablest and most

' influential Greek priest in Syria." Mr. Jessup

I

reports his address, most of which is given here.

i

,
" You know, my friends, into what a sad state

I

I our land and people had fallen, morally, socially,

I and intellectually. We had no schools, no books,

no means of instruction, when God in his provi-

j
dence awakened the zeal of good men far across

i
two seas, in distant America, of which many of

I

us had never heard, to leave home, and friends,

I

i and country, to spend their lives among us
;
yes,

j

= even among such as I am. In the name of my
countrymen in Syria, I would this day thank

I
I those men and those who sent tliem. They have

j!
given us the Arabic bible, and numerous good

j!
books, founded schools and seminaries, and

i; trained our children and youth. But for the

1
1 American missionaries, the word of God would

I
j
have well-nigh died out of the Arabic language.

'

i
But now, througli the labours of Eli Smith and

!
i

Dr. Van Dyck, they have given us a translation

i
' so pure, so exact, so clear, and so classical, as to

I

j

be acceptable and attractive to all classes and all

!j sects. But for their labours, education would

:j still be where it was centuries ago, and our

j!
children would still have grown up like wild

I
i

beasts.

I j
"Is there any one among us so bigoted, so un-

I; grateful as not to appreciate these benevolent

I
labours, so blind as not to see their fruits ? True,

I

I other European missionaries have come here,

!i from France and Italy, and we will not deny

j! their good intentions. But what have they

j
' brought us, and what have they taught ? A little

1

1 French. They tell us how far Lyons is from

Ij
Paris, and where Napoleon I. lived, and then

they forbid the Word of God, and scatter broad-

cast the writings of the accursed infidel Voltaire.

But these Americans have come thousands of

miles, from a land than which there is no happier

on earth, to dwell among such as Ave are
;
yes, I

repeat it, such as I am, to translate God's word,

I

j

to give us schools and good books and a godly
'

'
example ; and I thank them for it. I thank them

and all who are labouring for us ; and I would

not forget the exertions and labours also of Mr.

B. Bistany and Mrs. Thompson in the cause of

education. I would thank Mr. Michael Araman,

the principal of this female seminary, who is a

son of our land, and Miss Kufka Gregory, the

preceptress, who is a daughter of our own people,

for the wonderful progress we have witnessed

during these three days, among the daughters of

our own city and country, in the best kind of

knowledge."

Mr. Jessup adds :
" He then concluded by

wishing prosperity to the seminary, peace and

joy to all present, and long life to the Sultan,

Abdul Aziz. Such an address from a Greek

priest was probably never before heard in Syria
;

and it not only shows how the people appreciate

educational institutions under the charge of their

own sons and daughters, but marks a new era in

the progress of this land towards liberal ideas

and Christian institutions."

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES.

A CIRCULAR has been addressed to all the

Presbyterian missionaries in India, of which the

following is a portion :

—

At the meeting of the S}Tiod of Northern India,

assembled at Ambdla in November, 1865, the

following miimte was unanimously adopted,

viz. :

—

" The subject of organic union, or a United

Church for India, was also discussed, and on

motion, a committee, consisting of Messrs. Morri-

son, Walsh, and Scott, was appointed to cor-

respond with the different Presbyterian bodies in

this country, with a view to ascertain what can

be done in the matter.'"

The object of this movement is to ascertain if

some preliminary step cannot soon be taken towards

uniting Presbyterians generally in one general

assembly in India, and report to the Synod at its

next meeting in 1868.

Hitherto Presbyterians have laboured under

the disadvantage of having no organized body in

India towards which they could feel as members
;

consequently they scatter about without any

Church connection, greatly to their spiritual

detriment, and the loss of the body to which

they really belong. Besides, the different bodies

of Presbyterians, ha-vdng no common organization,

lose the advantage of combination and co-opera-
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tion. One general assembly would make us feel

more as one body—give more unity to our plans

and operations, and secure co-operation, wbere

now our separate ecclesiastical organizations, or

want of such organization, produces too much

the feeling that we have separate and sometimes

conflicting interests.

ORDIXATIOX OF MR. BABA PADMAXJI AT BOMBAY.

The Free Church Presbytery of Bombay met

at Puna for the ordination to the pastorate of the

native congregation there, of ^Mr. Baba Padmanji,

well kno-wn as a Christian convert and vernacular

author in the west of India. The Eev. Dr. Wilson,

who presided on the occasion, preached in English,

and conducted the ordination services in Marathi

;

and the Rev. Narayan Sheshadri delivered an

address to the congregation in Marathi. With

the members of the Presbytery present—in addi-

tion to the two now mentioned, the Rev. Messrs.

Stothert and Angus, and ]Mr. John Small, elder

—

the Rev. Messrs. Ross and Macpherson, chaplains

of the Established Church of Scotland, united in

giving the right hand of fellowship to I\Ir. Pad-

manji. The attendance of both natives and

Europeans was large; and the services, which

extended to two hours, were felt to be of a very

solemn and impressive character. Many prayers

will, doubtless, continue to be offered up for the

newly-ordained pastor.

—

Bombay Guardian.

DEATH OF THE REV. C. MARIKE.

We (Bombay Guardian) regret to hear of the
i

death of the Rev. C. Marike, late missionary to

the Badagas on the Neilgheries. He died in

Germany. Dr. Gundert describing his last hours,

says :

—

He would often say with tears in his eyes,

" Ah I if I only could be able to return to the

Mission field
;
Oh, it is such a happy and glorious

work !" But he would then add, " The highest

I

and happiest acquisition I gained from all the

hardships here below is, the debt is paid off, once

for all. Thereby I have tasted such an amount

of peace as I never did before. No doubt what-

ever remains of the truth of the Gospel, or of my
having found grace." Upon his dear partner

asking him, "Can you lay hold on the Lord

Jesus r he answered, " Yes, so as I never could
;

so near, so intimately near me is He
; j iist when

I have been made the most feeble, I have the

privilege of realizing his grace the most glori-

ously." When stretching himself out in a half-

XII.-3.

reclining position, his last words were, " Lord

Jesus ! saved through thy blood !" then he lay

do^vn, not to rise again tiU the resurrection of the

dead, and a peace, truly not of this w^orld, was

shed abroad over his lifeless features . . The
physician, on examining his body found no

special disease, but that all his organs were more
completely worn out than he had ever noticed in

a man of but forty years of age.

THE LATE MRS. WILSON.

Another great bereavement (says the Bombay
Guardian) has befallen our mission band. Mrs.

Wilson, wife of the Rev. Dr. John Wilson, of the

Free Church Mission, died, after an illness of ten

days, on Saturday, 21st instant, at 1.40 p.m. She
came to India at the close of 1847, and, with the

exception of about six months spent in revisiting

her native land in 1865, she has continued steadily

at the work to which she had given herself. She
enjoyed such uniformly good health, that her

removal took all her Mends by surprise. Her
character and work are very happily sketched in

the following notice, vrhich appeared in the

Bombay Gazette:—
" Few ladies could have overtaken the amount

of work regularly done by Mrs. Wilson. She w^as

unremitting in her attendance on the services of

the native church, owing to the interest she fcdt

and Avished to manifest in them. She superin-

tended large schools for native girls, and herself

frequently taught various of the classes. She

j

held classes for native girls in private native

families. She on Sundays had, in addition to

much other work, two classes for boys who on

week days attended Dr. Wilson's institution. I

We understand that it is the opinion of those !

who were her medical advisers, that her last ill-

ness was in part caused by too great exertions in
I

her missionary work. In fact, she herself said
|

a fortnight ago that she was afraid she must
|

curtail it.

" But the charm of her life, as of the life of

every true Christian lady, was the perfect quiet-
i

ness, and calmness, and unobtrusiveness of her
|

work. Never, even in the most remote and in-

direct manner, would she allude to it herself. It

could be heard of only from others. The last

person of whom she seemed ever to think was
herself. She was most thoughtful, considerate,

and generous. Her hospitality both to Europeans

and to natives, and her kindness to the sick were

almost unbomided. She was a most devoted wife,
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entering into and furthering all her husband's

plans of usefulness. She was the devoted friend

of the native ladies and native girls in Bombay.
" We mourn with Dr. Wilson over the irrepar-

able loss wliicli he has suffered. It must deeply

depress him. But we most earnestly trust that

he will ere long recover his strength and elasticity,

and will be able for many years to continue

among us that work of eminent utility for wdiich

he is so singularly adapted."

mm.
That a remarkable work of God is going on

in Cliina becomes more and more certain. The

awakening at Lou-Leing, in Shang-tung province,

is still progressing. In three villages or com-

munities, not more than fifteen or twenty miles

distant from each other, there are now jDrobably

more than one hundred baptized men, women,

and children. Two missionaries of the Methodist

New Connection have taken the movement under

their care. A persecution of considerable mag-

nitude is threatened. A rich heatlien has bribed

the local magistrate to try and drive away the

foreign missionaries, and make the native Cliris-

tians diso"WTi and reject the Saviour. A reward

of fifty taels is offered for the arrest of every active

Christian. To the present time, as far as we here

have learned, none of the native Christians have

proved unfaithful to the Saviour.

JOURNEYS INTO THE INTERIOR OF THE FUIT-CHAU

PROVINCE.

The Rev. J. R. Wolfe, of the Church Mission-

ary Society, gives an account of journeying in

the Fuh-chau province, in the Church Missionary

Intelligencer.

Knany-tau.

Jan. 19.—Started very early for Kuang-tau,

and arrived there about noon. The tide and

wind were both against us, else we should have

arrived there much earlier. Kuang-tau is a large

and important place on the Min, about fifteen

miles from the mouth of the river, and twelve

from the Pagoda anchorage, where the merchant

ships harbour when they come for tea, &c. The
population of Kuang-tau is of a mixed character.

Persons from nearly all parts of the pro%dnce

live here, chiefly for purposes of trade, each speak-

ing their own peculiar dialect ; so that, passing

through the streets, you will often hear three or

more different tongues spoken at the same time.

In one house, where I stopped for a few hours

from the heavy rain, I heard the court dialect,

the Hing-hua, the Ching-chin, the Kiong-neng-hu,

and the native Fuh-chau, all spoken by different

persons. It is therefore an important, though a

most difficult field for missionary labour. Its

difficulties arise partly, of course, from the many
different dialects which are spoken here ; but

the greatest difficulties arise, alas ! from the in-

tercourse of the lowest class of foreigners who
frequently visit this place, and disgrace them-

selves, and the countries to which they belong, in

the presence of the Chinese
;

yet this circum-

stance also renders it important as a Missionary

station. The Chinese ought to be shown that

foreigners, especially Englishmen, have a religion

which prohibits and condemns tlie enormities

which too frequently are committed by them

when they come on shore in this and other places.

The boat population is very great, and no attempt

has yet been made to proclaim the glad tidings

of salvation to either the shore-living or boat-

occupying people. It is on the way to our out-

station of Liengkong, and, ^\dth God's blessing,

we hope to sow the seed, though it be only by the

way-side.

About twelve o'clock we got our books and

baggage all ready, and started for Lieng-kong. It

rained very hard. It was also bitterly cold, and

it was by no means a pleasant journey. The

scenery was grand, but there were too many de-

pressing influences at work on mj mind and body

to suffer me to enjoy it. Cold and wet, and

hungry, and weary in mind and body, we arrived

at Lieng-kong about four p.m. The Mission house

was miserable enough. Rain came down through

the roof, and cold came in through apertures in

the walls, and there was no fire. I got to bed as

soon as possible, wrapt myself up in the rugs and

blankets, and, considering all the circumstances,

slept very comfortably till morning. The col-

porteur also seemed to have enjoyed his night's

rest.

Lo-nciuon(j.

Jan. 20.—Started, after an early breakfast for

Lo-nguong
;
and, as I was anxious to spend the

Sabbath with the brethren there, we walked very

hard, and did not stop to take any refreshments

on the way. The desire to spend the Sabbath at

Lo-nguong, also prevented our preaching in the

villages on the way. We arrived at Tang-iong

about two o'clock. Here the people pressed us

hard to remain all night and preach to them
;

but we were forced to resist their entreaties, and



Christian Work, Dec. 2, 1867.] CHINA. 563

went on. We travelled hard, and arrived at Lo-

nguong a little after dark, though the colporteur

and book-coolies did not arrive till late. I was

received by the brethren and by the people in the

neighbourhood of our chapel with great cor-

diality. Two apparently sincere inquirers glad-

dened my spirits, and raised great hopes in me
that our Mission here will not be in vain. My
room was besieged all night nearly with people

coming merely to see. One of the inquirers, on

leaving, asked me to pray for him. " Sing sang,"

he said, "it is a hard matter to believe. It is

difficult to be as holy as the religion requires, and

there are many enemies : help me, therefore, by

your prayers to the heavenly Father for me." I

need not say how sincerely I promised hun this

assistance, and how earnestly I pleaded for him
that night.

Jan. 21 : LorcVs-Day.—Veryheavy rain. Crowds

came to listen to the preaching of the word.

The chapel was not ready for preaching, but the

landlord gave us his pong taing to preach in.

We first had prayer Avith the brethren, afterwards

spent the whole day in preaching and talking

about Christ to all who came. All who came

listened most attentively. One old man said,

" How can we live if we embrace religion ? How
can we trade ? You say we must not deceive,

nor lie, nor swear, nor scold people : that is very

strange doctrine ! " At this there was a general

laugh, but all admitted that it was wrong to de-

ceive, or use bad language, and confessed that the

religion of Jesus was holy and good, but said

they could not embrace it for this very reason.

I was struck -with the confession, but not at all

surprised at the determination. It was just the

human heart confessing its deformity. It was the

old man avoA\ing its opposition to holiness and

truth.

Jan. 22.—Not quite so wet as yesterday. Wer.t

with Kuong-mi to examine the city. We went

round it on the wall. It looked a large place

from that part of the hill over the top of which

the waU runs. The wall is probably about four

miles in circumference. In the afternoon I

visited the Roman Catholic chapel, and had

some very interesting conversation with six or

seven Roman Catholic Christians whom I met

there. I was much impressed with their zeal, if

one is to judge of zeal from words ; but though

they are, I believe, very sincere in their pro-

fession of Romanism, I fear they have little real

zeal for the "religion of Jesus," or the truth.

They told me there is no use to speak to the

I

heathen ; that it was impossible to turn them
i

I

from their idols. This shows what their faith is
;

\

j

and how can we blame them, or wonder at their
j

;

ignorance, when they never have seen or read a
j

copy of the word of God, except, indeed, the
I

copy which we gave them. Romanism and the
j

I

word of God cannot live together. It is sad to
|

the Christian Missionary to see these people a^^pa-

1

rently zealous for what they think is Christianity,

j

but which, in reality, is a species of modified hea-

thenism, a paganized Christianity. Holy water, i

holy earth, holy pictures, and the holy mother,
j

, seem to make up the religion of these Romanists.
|

They engage in all the imlawful pleasures of the
j

heathen, as if there was no difference. Sabbath

is the same as any other day. It is melancholy
|

beyond description. The heathen here have also I

a sacred mother, " Seng-mti," and they imagine,
' Avhen the Romanists worship the Holy Virgin

Marv', that they worship the same Sdng-md as

themselves. They both go by the same name.

The priest tells them that some of St. Paul's dust,
}

which was brought from Rome, is buried in their
j

chapel as a relic, and is all-powerful against dis-
j

ease, &c. Is not this " speaking lies in h^-pocrisy ? " ;

Rome has much to answer for.

Ning-taik.

Jan. 25.—Started early for the citv of JSTincr-

taik in the prefecture of Hok-ning. The day was 1

1

very fine, and so I enjoyed the walk and ride in !

a sedan chair very much. As I went along the
|

people were much excited at seeing me. Several
|

invited me to preach at their villages, no doubt
j

raore curious to show me to the villagers than to

listen to the preaching. Yet many of them, I

believe, were willing to hear the word of God.

One man invited me to dinner. I liad not time

to stop. Distributed books along the road. Passed

through several large villages. The country

is fidl of small and large villages. The scenery I

is very grand, hill and vale all the way on. To
describe it would be to say what I have already

said of other parts of this romantic country. I

j

can admire it better than I can describe it. About

j

noon we arrived at a large village or town, caUed

I

Tak-sioh, i.e., " Pagoda Stone." Here Ave rested

I

and took dinner, and preached to the people,

j

They offered to sell me a house to j)reach in, and

gladly would I have availed myself of their

willingness had I a man to occupy it. After

dinner, started again, and I walked through a

most delightfully romantic countr\\ Passed

through a few small villages, and saAv several

large ones in the distance in valleys as Ave Avent
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along. Saw one perched upon the top of a hill,

about 600 or 700 houses. Depressed with a sense

of the weakness of our Mission, of my oavti fee-

bleness, and of the apathy of the church at home.

Felt very lonely in the midst of these wild

mountains, but soon felt happy when I thought

of the presence of God, and meditated on my
Master s love. We arrived early at the top of the

" Snow Mountain," so called from the appearance

it presents when covered with snow. At the top

of this hill the city of Ning-taik suddenly ap-

pears to view. To me it appeared rather inte-

resting, seated as it is, like most other Chinese

cities that I have seen, in a valley surrounded by

moimtains, but having this advantage, that the

sea runs up to its walls, bearing large trading

boats to its very gates. I sat for a while on the

top of Snow Mountain, contemplating the scenery

on every side ; the city in the valley, the moun-

tains rising high on every side, the sea stretching

off in the distance, and the boats spreading their

sails before the breeze as they bore their freights

to the habitation of man. It was grand beyond

descri])tion. I looked upon the city with deep

interest. Will it receive the inessengers of Christ

who have now come to it for the fii*st time ? Its

dark roofs were to me a striking picture of the

moral darkness of its people, and, on the spot

where I stood, I prayed the great Father of

the human family to enlighten his creatiu-es with

the light of life, and dispose the people of Ning-

taik to receive Jesus as their deliverer. There

were at tliat moment two earnest Christian men

preaching Jesus to the inhabitants, and requesting

them to give a place for the preaching of the

Gospel of peace. I had now to descend this steep

moimtain at least two miles down some stone

steps. The descent is most wearying to the body.

It took me about two hours to descend. We
an-ived in the city about dark. As I entered, the

people had a huge image of the idol called

"mother," before which they were j^rostrating

themselves, ily sudden appearance rather dis-

concerted them. They laughed, and said, " Oh,

there is the foreign child coming ; come and let

us have a look." One old man came forward, and

said, " Welcome, stranger ; from whence are you

come?" "From the provincial city," I replied.

" I hope elder brother is well." " What brought

you here, stmnger ?" said the old man. " I am
come to tell the people of this city some good

news. We have heard this good news in the

provincial city some twenty years ago : has no-

body come here to tell it yet ?" The people's

attention was excited. I told them of Jesus.

They were disappointed, and said, " We have not

heard," and marched away to their idol mother.

Went in search of a lodging, and foimd what

proved a very noisy one all night. Walked in

the city : saAv Ching-mi, whom I sent on the^lay

before, in a barber's shop, getting his beard off.

He accompanied me back to my lodgings. Cheng-

seng, who Avas all day long killing himself preach-

ing in the streets, heard of my arrival, and came
too. For the fii^t time there was a small company
of Christians in this heathen city. May we not

hope it was the beginning of great things for

Ning-taik ? Spent the whole of next day looking

out for a house, but failed to rent one. Lefti

disheartened and discouraged. Eetumed to Lo-

ng-uong, preaching as we went along. Visited

Liencj-kon^, and then returned to Fuli-chau.

A MISSIONARY VISIT TO CH'aO CHOU FOO.

A missionary tourist writes :

—

The report that a foreigner had entered Ch'ao

Chou Foo had widely spread through the city,

and before we had well finished breakfast a large

and rather noisy crowd had gathered outside our

premises, impatient to get admission. On open-

ing the gate, a crowd of people, old and young,

at once poured in upon us, eagerly desirous of

seeing and hearing the stranger. After their

curiosity had in some measure been gratified, they

gradually withdrew, wliile others in like manner

took their place. The supply was thus kept up

the whole day, so that it Avas no easy matter to

get a sliort interval for rest or refreshment. A
(lay or two spent in this way impressed us with

the necessity of limiting our visitors to stated

hours. Accordingly, Ave posted up a notice, inti-

mating that the doors Avould be open from 10 to

12 o'clock A.M., and from 2 to 5 p.m. By this

arrangement we had a more feasible plea for dis-

missing the audience in the middle of the day,

although Ave Avere not alvays able, or even A'-ery

anxious, to adhere rigidly to the hours fixed. The

evenings Avere reserved for friends and inquirers.

With the aid of tAvo natiA'e assistants, I endea-

A'oured to i)reach the gospel of tlje grace of God.

}.ly aim and plan Avere to lay before the people,

as clearly and impressiA^ely as I could, the leading

fiicts and doctrines of the Scriptures, especially

those bearing more directly on the life, death, and

resurrection of the SaA'iour. Bemg tlms occu-

pied for about ten days in succession, Ave Avere

enabled to bring forward a considerable amount

and A^ariety of divine truth.
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Not iinfrequently we were encouraged by an

evident response to our statements, on the part of

the hearers. I tried to avoid stirring up their

prejudices and hostility, and therefore presented

the truth more in its positive aspects, and rather

shunned commencing any attacks upon the super-

stitions and errors of the Chinese. Believing that

God's word is its ovm best witness and advocate,

my object was to get it lodged in their minds,

fully confident that if once there, it A\-ould by its

own innate power most effectually lead to the

results desired ; whereas if I were to begin by

demolishing beliefs and customs dear to them,

before they had been informed of anything better,

I was most likely to rouse their feelings and

passions against myself and my message, and so

I

defeat the object of my visit. Such was my

j

theory, and in tlie main it was carried out. I

I

must not, however, give the impression that my
;

hearers were either very passive or very docile.

! As there was no restraint upon the audience, so

long as they refrained from wanton insult and

gross outrage, our statements, whether of fact or

doctrine, were not allowed to pass michallenged.

Scarcely was there a single address delivered but

some one or other, either in course of delivery or

at the close, would call attention to the antago-

nism between Christianity and the native systems,

assailing the former and defending the latter,

with all the skill and ability at command. In

this way idolatry in its various fonns, ancestral

v.-orship, Confucianism, Tanism, Buddhi-^m, geo-

mancy, were almost constantly on the tapis for

discussion
;
and, of coui'se, when the gaimtlet was

thus thrown down, we felt called to take it up,

not at all alarmed for the issue of the conflict.

Probably it would be a matter of little interest to

give an account of the arguments jjro and con of

these subjects. As, however, some of the objec-

tions raised against the religion of Jesus were

somewhat peculiar, and perhaps rather novel, it

may not be uniiistructive to give a few specimens.

One man allowed that the teaching of Clnist

was good so far as it went, but maintained that it

did not go far enough, and that there was no com-

parison between it and the teaching of Confucius.

" Christ," he said, " taught men to honour and

serve their parents while alive, but Confucius

I

inculcated the serving of them after death as well

as when alive, and thus enjoined a far greater

measure of filial obedience." Another charged

Christ with violating filial duty when his mother

and brethren wished to see him, and he in reply

said : " Whosoever shall do the will of my

Father which is in heaven, the same is my
brother, and sister, and mother." The divine

claims of Christ were repudiated by a third,

because of the relation in which he stood to

Judas Iscariot. The argument was put thus :
j

" If Christ were divine, he ought to have known
that Judas was a wicked man ; and if he knew,

why did he receive him as an apostle ? or, having :

received him, why did he not either change him
or expel him ? But if Christ did not know his

j

character, in what respect was he superior to

other men ?" A fourth objection was raised from
j

the fact that Popery and Protestantism both claim •

Christ as their founder, while the two sects are in
\

many respects diametrically opposed. " How i

could the religion of Jesus be from Heaven, '

seeing there was such imcei-tainty about its mean- •

ing ? Suppose the Pope were but a pretender ;
j

why did Christ tolerate him, and not rather >

destroy him ?" One man, taking us for Roman
;

Catholics, twitted us vdth. the contradiction I

between our doctrine and practice. " We con- i

demned the Chinese for worshipping the tablets
j

i commemorative of their ancestoi-s, and the !

[

images of the illustrious dead
;
yet we ourselves

knelt in adoration before the cross, and before the

images of the Apostles and of Mary. From these

few instances, some idea may be formed of the ,

difficulties that occur to a Chinese mind in form-

ing an estimate of Christianity.
,

Besides the natural repugnance of the depraved

heart of man to the things of God, the fact that

j

the religion we propagate is foreign leads the

i

Chinese to look upon it irrima facie with aversion.
,

I

It is wounding to the national pride and vanity

to submit to a foreign Bible as the only infallible

i standard of faith and duty, while the native
'

classics are put do\m in the list of mere human
;

compositions, confessedly containing some impor-
; j

tant fragments of truth, yet far from being free '

|

fr^om error, and altogether insufficient, unsuitable
i

and unsafe, as a rule of life. 3Ioreover, it grates

upon their ears to hear Moses, Paul, and the i

goodly compau}' of prophets and apostles, quoted
!

as unquestioned—because inspired—authorities, :

while their own Confucius and Mencius, together
j

with the sages of antiquity, are either tacitly

ignored or referred to only as other fallible and

sinful, though eminent mortals. Further, that

the uame of Jesus should be honoured above

every name, and receive universal homage, while

He never appeared in the Central Kingdom,

seems to them to be making Cliina rather small,

and under too great obligation to otlier countries.
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It is l)y no means a recommendation tliat this

new religion should be promulgated oj foreir/ners

within the borders of the Flowery Land. My
presence in the foo city was evidently an eyesore

to many. It seemed to them rather humiliating

to be schooled by a foreigner within the walls of

their o^^^l capital. While not a few persons of

respectable position came about, and fraternized

in a kindly way, there was another section of the

community that showed by look and gesture, by

w^ord .ind conduct, that their feelings were those

of rancorous hostility, and that it was only the

fear of evil conse(|uences to themselves that kept

them from overt acts of violence. One man in

apparently good circumstances made a very bitter

speech against me, denouncing me as a spy, and

urging my exit double (piick from Ch'ao Chou

Foo. He took credit to himself for being a far-

seeing man, who thoroughly comprehended the

sinister designs of foreigners. On another occa-

sion, a young man, apparently of the literary class,

and associated with two or three of the gentry,

let fly a missile intended to strike me. It missed

its mark, and fell among the crowd, who forth-

with raised a loud outcry against such conduct.

As the faces of all were towards me, the culprit

was not seen, except by myself
;
but, finding his

j

attempt condemned, he slunk away ({uite crest-

j

fallen. One night a bill was jwsted up, offering

j

a handsome reward to the party who should make

away "\^itll me, and holding out to the hero of

this exploit the j^rospect of being worshipped

after death. So far as the great mass of the popu-

lace was concerned, they could hardly be set down
as either very friendly or very hostile. They

seemed (|uite susceptible of being influenced

favourably or otherwise ; at the same time, I

think, they are getting disabused of many igno-

rant and foolish i)rejudices against foreigners, and

Avill, I trust, 1)0 gradually won over to more

correct views and more kindly feelings.

On several occasions I was strongly advised to

leave the foo city, and go back to Swatow, as my
presence was not wanted where I then was. In

reply, I told them that I liked people always to

state their minds plainlj'-, as I had some hope in

such cases of coming to an understanding with

them ; that in the present instance I was sorry I

could not gratify their wishes, because I was

among them as a servant of Christ, whose com-

mand was to go into all the world, and preach

the gospel to every creature. Hence, as my way
had been opened to Ch'ao Chou Foo, I could not

withdraw or give up my right and privilege, in

order to please either them or myself, or any one

else, without sinning against my Master; that

consec^uently the best thing was for them and me
to get reconciled to each other ; but that if any of

them should continue to harbour a strong dislike

to seeing or hearing me, they were at perfect

liberty to go away, as we did not force people to

attend our meetings.

The character and doings of foreigners and
foreign nations were often unhappily confounded

with the religion of Jesus. Hence, whatever

seemed open to censure in regard to the former

was set down as an objection to the latter. The
coolie trade, drunkenness, licentiousness, rowdy-

ism, et hoc (jenus omne, were brought forward as

so many serious arguments against the truth and

excellency of Christianity. In the forefront of the

class alluded to stands the opium traffic. During

my exjDerience in preaching in many parts, as well

as in this city, it is almost invariably brought iip

as a charge quite sufficient to dispose of the claims

of the foreign religion, that manv of those who
profess it (or are supposed to do so) make their

gains by a trade which at once impoverishes and

j

demoralizes the Chinese, and which brings such a

' train of evils—physical, intellectual and moral

—

upon its victims and their dependents. Surely

those who engage in this business have never

I seriously thought of the awful responsil)ility they

incur by placing such a stumbling block between

I

perishing millions and the only name given under

heaven among men whereby we must be saved.

I

When the native assistants came forward to

speak, they were often exposed to a torrent of

' bitter invective from the audience. They were
|

looked upon with much the same feelings as we
regard deserters or traitors. I must say that these

! brethren passed through the trv'ing ordeal to their

I

credit. They showed thoroughly that they were

Chinese, but gave clear evidence that they were I

i
also Christians, " not ashamed to own their Lord, I

or to defend his cause."
|

Our discussions were often pretty sharp, and
j

sometimes rather jirotracted, but generally carried

on in an agreeable way and in good temper. If,

however, any one went too far beyond the bounds

of propriety, the general sentiment called him

to order. I am thankful to say that almost

uniformly at the close of the day I was enabled

to part with my hearers in a spirit of mutual

good will.

After I had been there fully ten days, a deputa-

1 tion from the Taotai and Futai called upon me,

to suggest that I should not prolong my stay on
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this occasion, lest evil disposed parties should con-

coct mischief, and some untoward occurrence take

place. For my own part I had no fears of that

kind, but felt that I was rather gaining ground

than otherwise. However, as these high autho-

rities left it with myself to go" or remain, and as

my pur|)ose had already been to a great extent
i

accomplished, it seemed to me prudent, out of
;

deference to them, to take their advice. On the !

morning fixed for leaving, a deputy from the
j

Taotai called to say good-bye. He congratulated

me on my peaceful entrance and stay, and stated

that a chair had been provided for me by the city

mandarin, that a guard of twenty soldiers would

escort me through the streets to the river, that a

river boat had been hired for my use, and that a

guard boat would accompany me to Swatow, or

wherever else I might wish to go. Such was the

programme, cut and dry, handed to me at the
;

last moment. If I had missed an official recep-
j

tion on aiTival, I was going to get an official
I

demonstration at my departure. Had the matter I

been left with me, I would have preferred to go '

in the same simple and humble way that I came.

!
Having, however, had no hand in getting up these

1

arrangements, I did not see that I was called to

interfere with them ; and so, falling in with the '•.

order prescribed, I took my departure. In pass- '

ing through the streets, and embarking in the

river boat, and leaving the locality, there was not
'

the slightest symptom of disorder or disturbance,

but all passed off as a mere matter of course.

During this visit the Chinese authorities acted

throughout with much courtesy and consideration

towards me. Their arrangements for securing '

peace and order were thoroughly successful. The
police did their duty well.

In reviewing this trip, I humbly trust that a
:

beginning has been faiily and hopefully made for
;

direct missionary work in this foo city. I cannot

but hope that Avliat was done by preaching, dis-

cussions, and distribution of tracts, will jet bear

good fruit. While engaged in this enterprise,
'

many fervent prayers "were offered up on my
!

behalf, and I am conscious that they availed
[

much for the measure of success with which I was '

favoured. I would still beg to solicit the prayers
j

of those who may read this account, on behalf of

this region. It would be a mistake to suppose I

that Ch'ao Chou Foo is now quite easy of access.

About a month after I had left, a fresh outburst

of hostility towards foreigners occurred, occasioned

by one of the foreign hongs in Swatow attempt-

ing to establish a branch of their business in that

city. Some parties took advantage of the popular

excitement at that time to plunder and shut up

the new premises to which the American Baptist

Mission had but a short time previously removed-

These occurrences, are, however, but spasmodic

attempts to retain a state of exclusiveness already

violated and doomed, and will doubtless in the

envl lead to results the very opposite of those de-

sired by the instigators. I understand that both

of these cases have been vigorously taken up by

the consular authorities, and are likely to be soon

settled to the full satisfaction of those who have

been wronged. Meanwhile, let all who have at
i

heart the spread of the gospel rejoice over a new

position opened up for its free and full proclama-

tion, and pray for labourers to carry on and extend

the work, until every province and city of this

populous empire be delivered from the darkness

of heathenism, and be brought to the light of the

knowledge of the glory of God in the face of

Jesus Chiist. G. S.

—From the Foochow Missionary Eecorder.

DEATH OF VEN. ARCHDEACON HENRY WILLIAMS.

We have to record the death of one whose mis-

sionary life is interwoven with the history of that

mission for the long space of forty-five years.
|When the Yen. Archdeacon H. Williams reached !

New Zealand in 1822, it was the home of a bar-

barous race, "whose feet were swift to shed... i

blood," and whose cannibal atrocities were the

horror of the civilized world. Light had been
j

kindled in the Bay-of-Islands district, and it was
j

struggling to make its way southward, where the

gloom lay thickest. In the onward movement he

helped with all the energ}^ of his character, and

how^ effectively, the records of the past will testify,
j

No reports ever reached us from any mission more
|

full of deep interest than those which came to us

from the venerable missionary who has just gone

to his rest. He saw the day break, and the bright

hopefulness of the morning time. He saw the

isolated mission in the Bay of Islands expand into

a universal profession of Christianity. He wit-

nessed the glorious summer ; and then came the

wintry season, under the influence of which the

mission is now suffering ; but he has not been

spared to witness the glad revival, with which we
humbly hope God will visit this native race.

So pass away the old servants and soldiers of

the mision—King, Richard Davis, Hamlin, Mor-

gan, Yolkner, Kisslmg, Henry AVilliams, &c.



568 [Christian Work, Dec. 2, 1867.

Tliere are a few men still in the vigour of tlieir

life, some of them the children of missionary-

parents, who have taken up their fathers' work
;

but the missionaries generally are gro^ving old,

and unequal to the arduous efibrts which the pre-

sent crisis requires.

The following letter has been received from the

Bishop of Waiapu, dated August 7, 1867 :

—

The subject that most nearly concerns me at

this time is the removal of my dear brother to

j

his rest. He had been in an infirm state of

j

health for the last six years ; l)ut his family were

!
not aware that his end was so near, even up to

the last day of his life. For some weeks before

his death, a serious native quarrel had been going

on close to Waimate ; but he was no longer able

to do as in former times, to step in as the peace-

maker. It is a singular fact that his four sons

had left the house on the morning of his death to

try and carry out this work of mediation, which

was so peculiarly the work of their father. He
had long been looking for this change, with his

light burning, and his loins girt up. He grieved

very much on account of the sad falling away of

many ; but it was a great comfort to him that

amongst those who remained faithful he had the

valuable help of the native clergymen, Matiu

Taupaki ; and he was able to look back inio the

years that are gone by upon a goodly multitude

of those who had departed before him, who,

having died in ftiith, had gone to receive the

I
victor's crown. Those of us wlio remain here

! have still to struggle onward, fighting against

many difficulties.

—

CJuirch Missiona ry In tellujmcer.

DESTRUCTION OF MISSION CHURCHES AT

ABBEOKUTA.

The Committee of tlie Church Missionary

Society have published the subjoined extract from

a letter written by the Rev. J. A. Lamb, Mis-

sionary of the Society at Lagos. Tlie Committee

^earnestly ask the prayers of the friends of Mis-

sions at this crisis in tlie liistory of the Yoruba

Mission :

—

(Extract of Letter from the Rev. J. A. Lamb, dated

Lagos, Oct. 19, 1867.)

I would rather that the report I have to give

you now had come from some other pen than

mine ; but as this scarcely appears practicable by

this mail, I must give you what I have heard, and

the next must bring you the report of the sufferers

themselves. Last Sunday morning, without any

previous notice, or even the rumour or intimation

of such a thing, the Abbeokuta bellman went round

early, declaring that there was to be no assembly

for divine worship that day. Soon after companies

of people proceeding from a meeting at the Basho-

run's went to the different churches and broke

them all down to the ground, except Ikija, which

the chief Ogadife defended. They then broke

down the Mission-houses, except Ikija, and plun-

I
dered everything, not even permitting Air. Wood,

I

or j\Ir. Faullvner, or Mr. Allen to go away with

I

the actual clothes tliey required on their bodies.

I

From Mr. Wood they took hat and shoes ; from
'

I\Ir. Faulkner, hat ; and from Air. Allen nearly all

his clothes. One student of the Igbein Institution,

who came down yesterday, only had a country

cloth on him, which he said was borrowed, for

they actually drove him off naked. He had a

blow on the side of his head, which he said was

given whilst endeavouring to keep his clothing

on. Air. Morser had dressed it for him. The

Baptist and Wesleyan Alission-houses and chapels

shared a like fate. All the Europeans are con-

gregated at Ikija, v.'hich Ogadife has succeeded

so far in preserving, or, rather, which God has

reserved as a refuge for his servants in the terrible

disaster. We are anxiously awaiting their arrival

here. Yesterday Airs. Lamb and myself went in

a large canoe about four hours' journey on the

way to meet them. Air. Ashcroft and Air. Rich-

mond (the Wesleyan missionary) also went in a

boat ; and the Governor has kindly sent his boat

for tlie same purpose to-day. The bitter hate

manifested against the Christian religion and the

unoffending missionaries is the worst feature in

I

the affair. They declare that all the converts

I

shall go back to heathenism or be killed. AVomen

I and children were just as fiuious in the onset as

' men.

I

Air. AVhite is preparing to leave Otta, having

received Avarning from a friendly chief to hold

j

himself in readiness to go.

I

I understand that Osielle Church and Alission-

house has shared in the destruction, and that

,

Air. Aloore has also taken refuge in Abbeokuta,

' and is expected here.

AVe have heard nothing of the Hinderers,

except that the Governor was here this morning,

and stated that he believe<i no harm would happen

to them. He said that he had given Kere, the

Chief of Ipara (who owed him a debt of gratitude

for obtaining the release of his son), charge to see

after them.
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THE LONG MOUNTAINS, KURUMAN. (LONDON
MISSIONARY SOCIETY.)

The Chronicle of the London Missionary Society

says:

—

The KiiriTman is tlie principal mission station

among the Bechiiana tribes, immediately north of

the Orange Eiver. It is distant from Cape Town
a journey of two months. The mission was joined

by Mr. Motfat in 1821. The churches contain

278 members; there are Bible classes and schools;

and the printing-press provides Scriptures and

school-books in three languages. Mr. Moffat has

recently devoted considerable time to a revision

of the Sichuana New Testament ; but carries on

at the same time the other current duties of the

mission. The present missionaries are Messrs.

Robert and John Mofiat.

Visit to the Long Mountains.

There are two principal out-stations of the

Kuruman Mission : one among the Batlaru, ten

miles to the north-west ; and another series at

the foot of the Long Mountains^ forty miles to

the south-west. Near these mountains are seven

branch churches,which Mr. Moflfat specially visited

at the beginning of the year.

The well-kno^Am Mr. Moffat "\^Tite3 as follows :

—

" Before John Moffat's leaving for Cape To^ati,

knowing that it would be long before I could get

one to supf)ly my place, I left this in my ox-

wagon on the 16th February. After passing over

the Kuruman hills, lying directly west of this

place, the course to Tlose, the first station to be

visited, lay about south-west.

"After travelling the whole night without halt-

ing, over a level treeless country, I arrived a little

before daylight, thirty-seven miles requiring six-

teen hours ; for an ox-wagon travels only about

i

two-and-a-half miles per hour. As all parties

had been expecting me for some time, I received

their early salutations and welcome. Tlose, or

Koses (as it is frequently pronounced by foreign-

ers), has never been a j)lace of any importance

;

though it formerly possessed a very fine fountain,

which now, through neglect, yields little more

than is enough for the present scanty population.

That is composed of one village of Bechuanas, and

another of Corannas ; the former about 200, and

the latter about 30. Besides these, there are two

small villages in the immediate neighbourhood,

which make a community of about 300. On a

former journey, I found the Corannas more

numerous ; but they, from their nomad character,

are not long in one place. J\Iy forenoon was

occupied in ascertaining the state of those in

church fellowship
; some of these having but

lately removed from another locality, where they

belonged, to the Griqua Toa\tl Mission. Among
the Corannas there are as yet none who have
been baptised. In the afternoon about 100 came
together, and listened with great attention to the

message of mercy addressed to them. I then
went over to the Corannas, about a mile distant,

j

and preached to them through an interpreter." I

Visit to Lookeng.

Going sixteen miles west, Mr. Moffat spent the

Sabbath among the church members of Lookeng,

or Klioro.

" As the people had had timely information of

my coming, all necessary preparations had been
made; for the church members and candidates

had arrived from other ^dllages Avithin ten miles.

A meeting was at once convened to examine the

candidates left over from last year, with others

who had been added. This was done in the pre-

sence of some of the more advanced members of

the church, in order to aid them in their decision

when a selection should be made. This kept me
engaged till dark. Next morning the early Sab-
bath prayer meeting was held, and well attended.

It was most consoling to hear the earnestness
, ]

with which a blessing on the day's exercises was
sought, and that by persons whom I had kno^ra
in their comparatively naked, wild, heathen state,

but now clothed and in their right mind, lifting

up their hearts, and supplicating the Divine pre-

sence of the adorable Redeemer. Of course those

like myself, who knew them all when they Avere

the dupes of ignorance and a stupid su]:>erstition,

must exclaim vdth gratitude, ' What hath God
\

wrought !

' Soon after prayer the church meeting
j

was held, when eight out of fifteen inquirers were
|

chosen by the church.
j

"The congregation, including strangers, was !

large, considering the size of the village, contain-

ing rather more than sixty households, or 300
inhabitants, allowing five persons to a house, which
I found to be the case in this instance. The first

service being ended, forty sat doA^Ti to the Lord's

Supper, eight of whom formerly belonged to

Gaseep, but had with their families lately re-

moved. All these forty I had known in their

youthful days, when residents on the Kuruman
River. I thought of bygone years, of our toil and
struggle to retain our footing amidst unnumbered
jeers and scoffs and robberies of the heathen

|

throng. It was then when some thought they
had discovered the source of our forbearance !
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under contumely by setting us down as runaways

from our owti country to escape the gallows. How
changed the scene ! And we now adore the grace

through which we were enabled to overcome all

these things. It was impossible not to make

reference to the former condition of those who

j

were before me, reminding them of the marvel-

lous tiansfonnation which God in His adorable

mercy had wTOught among them. The impressive

season was closed by singing a translation, or

rather an imitation, of ' Come, Thou Fount of

j

every blessing.'

"

General View of these Churches.

" After disposing of some books and receiving

a few contributions to our auxiliary, I left for the

Kuruman, distant thirty-one miles, grateful to our

' Heavenly Father for all that I had seen and heard

in reference to man's salvation. I did not see all

I hoped to see ; but it is most gratifying to witness

I

the almost universal desire to learn to read, and

j

that education, often under most unfiivoarable

I

cii'cumstances, is advancing ; so that M'herever

j

people live together, many or few, means of in-

struction of one kind or other are in operation,

and even family worship kept uj) b}^ many who
have not joined a church. Doubtless there must

be sometimes queer sennons preached, as, with

rare exceptions, the native teachers do not stick

to their text, but seldom wander far from the

cross ; and I do rejoice that Christ is i:)reached,

however feeble the instruments are. In general

the people are poor, and their resources small

;

the country throughout very dry, except in rainy

seasons,—for they are not always so. There are

no paid agents among those referred to, except

the youth to whom particidar reference has been

made, who is not only an efficient schoobnaster,

but conducts the public services a^^ chaplain to his

patron, who supplies him with food. Khobetse

and his Avife, or rather his concubine, are both

amiable characters ; but the first wife stands in

the way of their being received into church fellow-

ship. I have more than once granted a trifling

sum to assist in raising a school, and this is all

that may be deemed necess(iry under present cir-

cumstances. There is nothing like getting such

folks, who are in general very stingy, to help

themselves."

AVesleyan missionaries write from Antigua:

—

Gratitude and joy till our lieaits while we sit to

send you a few liasty extracts from our joimial,

respecting the work of God in which we are en-

gaged in this corner of the vineyard. We have
been employed, for a week consecutively, in

holding a series of special services throughout
the Circuit. They were commenced and closed,

we rejoice to say, under most favourable circum-

stances, and with most cheering results to aU our

churches. The following is the order in which
they were conducted :—Sunday.—Special sermons
were preached at Parham and Free-Town by the

Circuit ministers, and prayer-meetings held in all

the chajiels at night, to invoke an outpouring of

the Spirit, and a revival of the work of God in all

our Societies. The weather was delightfully fine,

congregations good, people attentive and devout,

and a precious sense of the Master's presence

pervaded our assemblage, and gladdened our

hearts. Monday.—Both ministers met at Parham
in the evening. A short address was delivered,

and a penitent prayer-meeting followed. God was
in our midst. Many souls were awakened, a few

foimd peace through believing ; and several both

young and aged were added to our ranks. Tues-

day.—Exhortation and prayer meeting at Free-

town. Both ministers again engaged. Old

members surrounded the communion rail, to

plead for pardoning mercy ; and four young
persons were added to the church. Wednesday.

—Preaching at Parham and Free-Town ; and

prayer-meetings in all the other chapels. At the

latter place, God was present to apply tlie healing

balm ; and the voice of praise and thanksgiving

was heard from those who, the previous night,

were groaning for redemption ; and two others

were brought to the foot of the Cross, to groan

the sinner's only plea, " Lord, be merciful to me.''

Thursday. — Preaching and prayer-meeting at

Seatons. Both ministers present. Chapel in-

conveniently crowded, with a large number
standing without the building. The word ot

truth comes with power ; and sinners, young

and old, are smitten down before the Lord, and

constrained to cry for mercy. A goodly number

resolve for God to live and die. 0 may they

prove faithful ! Friday.—Preaching and prayer-

meeting at Bethesda. Attendance good. Four-

teen young persons convinced and decide for God.

One backslider reclaimed, and many more deeply

aftected. Several have since desired admission

into our Society, who really seem anxious "to flee

from the wrath to come, and. to be saved from

their sins." Present numbers on trial, fifty-

two.
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LITEK
To tlie literature of the pulpit Mr. Hood lias

contributed a quaint title-page and a genuine

book.* ""Words," lie says, "are lamps, are

pitchers, are trumpets," a reflection that may be

squeezed out of Gideon's famous strategy, but

that will not come without squeezing. They may
sound like trumpet tones and flash out the light

of thoughts ; but the old warrior's pitchei-s were

surely used to conceal his torches, and can

scarcely carry the meaning that would "bear

refreshment, cool the fear of the spirit, and con-

sole and comfort the heart." It is too good a

book to need so whimsical an adaptation ; nor

does the gravity of the pulpit stand in need of any

startling oddities to draw attention to the mission

of the preacher. Twenty-two lectures, addressed

to Mr. Spurgeon's students, are included in

this volume, fresh, clever, sensible, and full of

stimulus and thought for men aspiring to preach.

The genius and power of the pulpit are vindicated,

its character is pointed out, and the faults and

merits of sermons are touched with a keen and

racy criticism, and in the generous spirit of a man

of large sympathies and culture. An excellent

feature of these lectures is their copiousness of

I

illustration ; and the carefully studied and pic-

j

turesque monographs, ranging from Chrysostom

and St. Bernard down to Lacordaire and Robert-

I

son, are full of interest. Mr. Hood has done good

j
service to the tabernacle students, by taking them

! over so wide a field of pulpit literature ; and

more ancient colleges than Mr. Spurgeon's might

engraft a similar course of studies in their theo-

logical curriculum to the great advantage of the

Christian ministry.

Mr. Macdonald's way of preaching is through

a story ; but the story is so purely the creation of

an artist, that the preaching is nearly out of

place, and the story never seems constructed for

it.f Life, indeed, as he sees it, is full of parables

of God, and he only shows life with the parables

glowing through it. He has never written a

happier or more evenly beautiful book than the

Annals of a Quiet NeighhourJwod. A delicious

sense of rest steals out of it upon the heart, and

* Lamps, Pitchers o.nd Trumpets. Lectures deli-

vered to Students for the Ministry in the Vocation of

the Preacher. By Edwin Paxton Hood, Minister of

Queen Square Chapel, Brighton. London: Jackson,

Walforcl Sr Hodder, 1867.

t Annals of a Quiet Neighhourlwod. By George
Macdonald, M.A London: Strahan, .

A T U R E.

page after page it draws us into a devout, calm,

and gracious Sabbath serenity, through which we
hear the soft church bells, and look up into the

quiet sky. In this pretty and compact edition it

is sure to have many new readers, and many old,

and to fill many hearts with grave and happy

thoughts. " I will not take a solemn leave of

my friends just yet," the vicar says, as he closes

the "Annals of Marshmallows ;" "for I hope to

hold a little more communion with them ere I go

hence." In that hope thousands share. i

*Mrs. Carey Brock's success in weaving the col-

lects of the Church of England into a story, has

encouraged her to try a new series of Sunday

Echoes in IVeeh-day Hours.'^ The thread of the

story is well preserved, and the dialogue is on the

whole natural and simple. The children, perhaps,

are a little too precocious, and too much given to

put just the question that brings out the right

answer : but that is a fault almost inseparable

from this mode of teaching. The double conver-

sations with the two Nellies are also confusing,

and probably in so comprehensive a formula as

the catechism it would have been better to have

constructed a number of stories than to have car-

ried on one through all the articles of the creed,

and each of the Ten Commandments. The teach-

ing given is not always of the clearest or wisest

kind, though one of the Xellies is made to find

" how easy hard things might be made." A
miracle may be hard to explain, but it makes it

no more intelligible to be told that it is " for

breaking laws which only God could make," God
the image of God the law-giver as also the law-

|

breaker is only an additional puzzle and not a
j

help. Yet Mrs. Brock's attempt deserves a hearty

recognition, and is sure to receive it from the

multitude of young readers to whom her previous
|

Echoes have made her known.

I

At this gift-bringing season good healthy read-

j

ing is peculiarly welcome, and 2'hc Diamond Rose

I

will be a welcome Christmas flower for the young.f

j

Various pleasant characters of a century back live

again for us in this pleasant book
;
and, indeed,

out of the fulness of her lore Miss Tytler repro-

duces, with wonderful vividness, the simple, old-

* Sunday Echoes in Week-day Hours : a Tale ilh's-

ii'oMve of the Church Catechism. By Mrs. Carey
Brock. London: Seeleij, Jackson ^' Ilalliday, 1807.

t The Diamond Rose. A Life of Love and Duty.

By Sarah Tytler. London : Stralian, 1867.
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fashioned life of Edinbiirgh to\\Ti fifty years "before

Jeffrey and Cockbnrn immortalized it. Waitingwo-

man and tradesman's her heroine, Euj^hanie,

moves quietly through the page, and round her a

little group of men and Avomen worth knowing
;

and lessons of charity, and kindliness, and human
sympathy strike in upon the heart. Meant to

teach us the philosophy of those large charities,

in Edinburgh called hospitals, the storj^ wanders

oif into a less formal and more artistic purpose.

If Lady Somersille's maidens dwelt under formal

discipline, and " were draAra out in files to bed,

to prayer, to study, and even to play," and if the

question is put, " How do all generalisations of

the kind result ?" she can only answer, " In tjie

weal of some, and the hurt of others ; but inevit-

ably in the gain of tlie honest heart Avhicli directs

them and the honest heart which suffers them."

And so at the end we only see Euphanie. " She

holds in her hand her diamond rose, and sheds

behind her the glittering leaves ; but she bears

aAvay on her head, in an everlasting crown, the

red and '\\hit8 roses of love human and love

divine."

Sermons from the Studio'^' are under some dis-

advantage, not springing out of the free desii-e

but of the advice to write them. They needed

no introduction, and some of them are charm-

ingly written, notably The White Rose of Decrham

and the Roman Painter; but they are scarcely

free from the restraint of a pur^^ose too distinct,

and that only becomes, and was not originally, the

purpose of the writer, ^Mr. Aveling tells us
" Slie is an artist herself as well as an authoress

;

and, while pursuing her studies in her former

capacity, became painfully conscious that the

service of art is too often entered upon and fol-

lowed, not only with a disregard but with a hos-

tility to revelation. She saw this was unnatural,

that the two ought to be joined together in hapj)}'

friendship." The sketches are full of vigour, as,

for example, that of The Gi]}sij Girl, and even

where the incidents are familiar, they are handled

with great skill. It is an interesting and remark-

able book.

The same purpose is manifest in a slight book,

interesting, but with no pretension to artistic

l^ower. Men of fashion, wealth, statesmanship,

literature, and the world, are singled out to show
that, " in forsaking the fountain of living water,

they found only a mirage, and grasjied vanity and

* Sermons from the Studio. By Marie Sibree,

with ail introduction by the Rev. T. W. Aveling.

London: Jackson, Walford Hodder, ISG?.

vexation of spirit."* It is a motley but significant

group. Beau Brummel and WiUiam Beckford,

Biu'ke and Pitt, Haydon and B}Ton, Hook and
Chesterfield, Scott and Napoleon ; and the object

is, in most cases, fairly and clearly shown. The
paper, print, and illustrations by Teuniel consti-

tute it a genuine Christmas book; and the same con-

siderations ill a still higher degree, and including

the ver\" pretty binding, apply to the new edition

of Mr. Taylor's Memorials of the Enr/lish Martyrs.f

Passing from Lutterworth to Smithfield, from

Smithfield to Carmartlien, from Carmarthen to

Canterlniry, each martyr is reverently followed

—

John AVickliffe and John Beresford, Askew and

Harper, Latimer and Eidley, and some more.

The illustrations are well selected and admirable,

and this handsome book vrill worthily perpetuate

memories which England never more needed to

cherish than at this hour.

A popular edition of Man and the Gospel,X may
be simply mentioned as a public gain. Popular,
by gifts tliat have l)eeii uniformly consecrated to

tlie highest ends, Dr. Guthrie's popularity grows,
rather than diminishes, by age ; and the further
the press spreads his impressive appeals, the more
popular lie must become, and the wider will be
his influence. His preaching is full of arrest, and
overflows with the sunshine of a very brave and
kindly heart ; a preaching that stirs up all the

old and, perhaps, forgotten appeals that men have
buried under hours of care and jileasure. In
Dro2)sfrom theBrooh hj the JVay,^ those Avho have
no especial book of doctrine will find a text for

every day Avith brief comment, selected from de-

vout writers as far back as Augustin, down to

Bickersteth and Monod.
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